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Geary 
Merchants 
Question 
‘Quick Build’ 
Transit Plan 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


A San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFM- 
TA) plan to convert angled 
parking spaces along Geary 
Boulevard between 15th and 
29th avenues into parallel 
parking, as part of a “quick 
build” project, could be going 
to the agency’s board of di- 
rectors as early as June 30 for 
approval. 

Merchants along that com- 
mercial corridor, however, 
are saying not-so-quick there; 
why rush this through? 

Quick build is part of a larg- 
er plan called the Geary Bou- 
levard Improvement Project, 
much of which is actually not 
set to begin until the latter part 
of 2026 at the earliest and will 
follow at least two and a half 
years of construction, as the 
San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC) replac- 
es sewer lines, water mains 
and other infrastructure along 
the roadway. 

Business owners along 
Geary wonder if they can sur- 
vive these changes during the 
transition, as they are still re- 
covering from the effects of 
the pandemic. 

District 1 Supervisor Connie 
Chan echoed the concerns of 
the merchants. 

“(The plan) would result in 
more than 33 parking spac- 
es lost between Park Presidio 
Boulevard and 28th Avenue 
on Geary Boulevard alone and 
will negatively impact our lo- 
cal small businesses,” she said. 
“Our merchants are struggling 
to recover from the pandemic, 
and this is not the time to add 
to their struggles.” 

There is some dispute about 
how many parking spaces 
would actually be lost, as an- 
gled parking provides more 
spots and uses less space than 
parallel parking, but the agen- 
cy is also counting new load- 
ing zones as parking. 

Whatever is the true num- 
ber, any loss of angled park- 
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Richmond’s eee necore oe Keeping SF’s Spirit Alive 


By Beth Lederer 


NOISE is a compact retail 
shop on the Balboa Street 
corridor in the Outer Rich- 
mond. Within its tiny store- 
front is a world full of music 
lives; huge sounds, rhythms, 
beats, melodies all coexist 
within these walls. 

NOISE is a_ throwback 
from the ’60s with a modern 
twist. It is an intergeneration- 
al family-run business. It is 
a treasure trove of vinyl re- 
cords, an art gallery and live 
music venue. NOISE first 
opened its doors in 2015. 

“NOISE is a representa- 
tion of what I remember San 
Francisco in the ’60s to be,” 
said Sara Johnson. 

Johnson, born and raised 
in the City, is the mother of 
the owner of NOISE, Daniel 
Brown, a collector of albums 
since he was six. Brown does 
all the purchasing of the vi- 
nyl records, and he is also a 
professional musician and 
saxophonist. 

“Tt’s what I remember San 


_ Francisco being, in terms of 


Daniel Brown (left), the owner of NOISE, with his mother, Sara Johnson, in front of 
part of their extensive collection of albums. Photo by Beth Lederer. 


the artwork, the music, the 
camaraderie,” Johnson said. 


Continued on page 8 


Sea Cliff's China Beach Slated for $25 Million Renovation 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The National Park Service 
(NPS) plans for the renovation 
of Sea Cliff’s China Beach, 
including a complete upgrade 
of the bath house, picnic area, 
retaining wall protecting the 
beach, viewing terraces and 
other amenities, are moving 
forward. 


The $25 million project 
planned for the site, which 
sits adjacent to the Sea Cliff 
neighborhood between Lands 
End and Baker Beach, will be 
done in two phases, with the 
completion of both expected 
sometime in 2025. 

Of that money, $10 million 
will be contributed by the 
Golden Gate National Parks 


Conservancy, with the rest 
coming from the NPS. 

“The Parks Conservancy 
was able to raise $10 million 
in philanthropic dollars to sup- 
port the project cost, largely 
donations from the local com- 
munity,” said Claire Mooney, 
vice president of parks, places 
and innovations. 

Mooney explained that its 


role as a non-profit partner 
to the NPS is to help raise 
dollars and conduct capital 
campaigns, and this project 
received a federal grant match- 
ing one federal dollar for every 
private philanthropic dollar 
raised. 

The rest will come from oth- 


Continued on page 16 


Century-Old Paul’s Hat Works Offers a Portal nite me Past 


By Clarisse Kim 


Walking into Paul’s Hat 
Works on Geary Boulevard 
in the Outer Richmond is like 
walking through a time portal 
into the past. 

Vintage hat boxes are piled 
up to the ceiling. Photos and 
newspaper clippings from the 
1900s adorn the walls. Classy 
piano music floats through the 
leather-scented air. 

Paul’s Hat Works, a more- 
than-a-century-old hat shop, 
has been operating since 1918. 
This month marks a special 
milestone for the latest owner, 
Abbie Dwelle. In June, Dwelle 
will have run the small busi- 
ness for 15 years. 

“My friends and I first ap- 
prenticed with the prior own- 
er, Michael Harris, in 2009,” 
Dwelle said. “T later took over 
the entire store by myself in 
2014, and now it’s 2023! Time 
flies.” 

Dwelle said she was first 
drawn to Paul’s Hat Works 
because of its “rich history in 
SF.” According to Dwelle, the 
shop has remained constant 


throughout a century’s worth 
of change. 

“There are all these parts 
of San Francisco that have al- 
ways been there. Everything 
around it changes and evolves, 
but it stays the same,” she said. 
“Being here and helping to 
support this place is like being 
one of those anchors in time.” 

The hat store’s history began 
with Napoleon “Paul” Mar- 
quez, who founded the store 
in 1918. The business has been 
passed down over four genera- 
tions of apprentices. Dwelle is 
the latest “anchor” and owner 
of Paul’s Hat Works. As the 
current master hatter, she is 
in charge of almost all shop 
duties, from store upkeep to 
crafting the hats themselves. 
She currently has one other 
employee and is mentoring an 
apprentice. 

Dwelle said her favorite part 
of her job is the craftsmanship 
that is needed to create each 
hat. At its core, Paul’s Hat 
Works focuses on collaborat- 
ing with the customer through- 
out the entire hat-making peri- 
od. Dwelle works personally 
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It is easy to pass by Paul’s Hat Works’ storefront on 
Geary Boulevard in the Outer Richmond without no- 
ticing the unique throwback business. Inside, master 
craftspeople are hard at work creating one-of-a-kind 
headwear for discerning customers. Photo by Michael 


Durand. 


with every client to customize 
each piece — a process that 
takes months. 

According to Dwelle, Paul’s 
Hat Works has been fine-tun- 
ing its original crafting meth- 
od over the decades: rounds of 
blocking and steaming. This 
allows her to ensure the hat’s 
durability and to shape the hat 


to perfectly fit the customer’s 
head. 

“When you steam the fibers, 
you can manipulate them into 
a different shape. When the 
hat cools, it remembers the 
shape,” Dwelle said. “Each 
fiber has memory. We use ma- 
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Looking Back 


Kinen Carvala 


Baseball Fields 


Where in San Francisco is base- 
ball still played following rules from 
1886? 

“Recreation Valley” was the term 
in the 1893 annual report of the Park 
Commissioners of San Francisco to 
the Board of Supervisors used for 20 
acres north of Fifth and Sixth avenues 
near Golden Gate Park’s southern 
edge. The report stated that people 
started playing football in Recreation 
Valley before people started playing 
baseball there, so football players got 
dibs to play there. The valley had been 
recently graded and covered in 12 to 
18 inches of loamy soil. 

The festival grounds of the 1894 
California Midwinter International Ex- 
position covered 160 acres in Golden 
Gate Park, including the recreation 
ground of Recreation Valley later 
called “Big Rec.” The San Francisco 
Chronicle reported on Nov. 22, 1893, 
that the Exposition executive com- 
mittee aimed to “make the recreation 
ground famous on the continent” with 
athletes from every state of the Union 
invited to compete on cinder tracks for 
running and bicycles, polo and foot- 
ball grounds and a regulation baseball 
diamond. A grandstand 300 feet long 
and 100 feet wide would have seating 
capacity for 9,000 people. 

The April 28, 1912 San Francisco 
Chronicle reported 30 baseball games 
played in Golden Gate Park the previ- 
ous Sunday with Big Rec as “one large 
panorama” of men and boys playing 
baseball. 

Tom FitzGerald reported about a 
game of “vintage base ball,” under 
1886 rules, played at Big Rec on 
April 19, 2009, with the San Francis- 
co Pacifics home team defeating the 
Fremont Aces 15-5. Spitball pitches 
were allowed, but wearing sunglasses 
were not. 

Bay Area Vintage Base Ball con- 
tinues to play by 1886 rules. Sunday, 
June 4, will be the next day to host 
vintage matches at Big Rec, starting 
at noon at both diamonds, accord- 
ing to the online schedule at bavbb. 
com/2023-schedule. 

Though the 1893 Park Commis- 
sioners’ report anticipated that police 
would not be necessary on the recre- 
ation grounds, the Western Neighbor- 
hoods Project (WNP) pointed out that 
the 1902 minutes of the Park Com- 
mission featured a request for “more 
careful police patrol” on weekends in 
response to “profane and obscene lan- 
guage indulged in by the ball players 
in the park on Sundays and weekdays 
in the presence of ladies and children.” 
Baseball players at Big Rec ranged 
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The Big Rec Field’s west diamond is dedicated to Charles H. Graham, 
the president of the Association of Professional Baseball Players of 
America until he died at age 70 in 1948. Photos by Michael Durand. 


from self-identified “park bums,” who 
insisted on playing in old clothes, to 
semi-professional players, according 
to WNP. The American Legion, a 
veterans organization founded after 
World War I, started its own baseball 
league in 1925 to teach sportsmanship 
to teenagers. 

Charles H. Graham was the unpaid 
president of the Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Players of America for 
several years until his death in 1948 at 
age 70, according to the San Francisco 
Examiner. Graham was varsity catcher 
at the University of Santa Clara before 
his graduation in 1898. After playing 
and managing in the minor leagues 
for a few years, Graham got a chance 


Big Rec is used for 
more than just base- 
ball. This photo, taken 
on May 29 (Memorial 
Day) shows two volley- 
ball courts. There were 
plenty of people loung- 
ing, aman chipping golf 
balls, frisbees and foot- 
balls being tossed, a 
whiffleball game and a 
corn hole competition. 
Also, against the rules, 
dogs on the field. 
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to enter the major leagues, playing 
for the Boston Red Sox in 1906; that 
year’s earthquake and fire in San 
Francisco spurred Graham to return to 
the West Coast to care for his ill wife. 
Later, Graham returned to baseball, 
eventually becoming the manager and 
part owner of the San Francisco Seals 
in 1918, overseeing the Seals becom- 
ing a successful team in the Pacific 
Coast League, winning seven pennants 
from 1922 to 1946, according to Gra- 
ham’s alma mater. 

Big Rec Field’s west diamond and 
a $40,000 concrete grandstand were 
dedicated to Charles H. Graham on 
March 27, 1949, with Harvey Teller, 
president of the park commission and 


THANK YOU TO 
OUR GENEROUS PATRONS 


Anonymous, Kayce Basques, 
Sandra Lee Fewer, Willa Grins- 
felder, Jeffrey Hurwitz, Patrick 
and Emilee Leister, Alexander 
Litvak, Bill Moffet, Jr., John 
Pickering, David Romano, Susan 
Shors and Sanjay Verma. 
Sign up to be a Richmond Review patron. 


Supervisor John J. Sullivan among 
those in attendance. Sunset Post 400, a 
local branch of the American Legion, 
was also represented at the dedication 
by Judge Milton Sapiro who named 
Graham and his friend James J. “Jim” 
Nealon as “two outstanding men who 
dedicated themselves to the boys of 
our community” in organizing sandlot 
baseball. The plaque for Graham 
reads: 


To the memory of 
Charles H. Graham 
for his untiring efforts 
and support of baseball 
dedicated by 
Sunset Post 400 
The American Legion 
City and County of San Francisco 
Honorable Elmer E. Robinson, 
Mayor 
The Park Commission 
Harvey E. Teller, 
President Peter Bercut 
Wm. M. Coffman 
Hugh Gallagher 
Fred D. Parr 
1948-1949 


Nealon had his own plaque and 
east diamond at Big Rec dedicated 
to him on March 20, 1960. Three- 
thousand-five-hundred fans watched 
a game played in his honor with 49 
men taking their turn playing for the 
San Francisco Old Timers during the 
match and 27 men representing Oak- 
land. Bob Preston of the San Francis- 
co Old Timers Baseball Association 
was chairman of the Nealon dedica- 
tion while former state senator Tommy 
Maloney was master of ceremonies, 
according to the SF Examiner. The 
plaque was donated to the City by Su- 
pervisor Clarissa Shortall McMahon, 
daughter of baseball fan and sponsor 
Judge Edward P. Shortall. 

Graham worked with Nealon, 
president of the Northern California 
Baseball Managers Association for 
more than 25 years, in establishing a 
fund that cared for more than 4,000 
injured semi-professional players by 
1960. Nealon received offers to play 
professional baseball but was forced 
to reject them by his guardian uncle, 
according to Graham, as reported in 
the SF Examiner after Nealon’s death 
in 1948. (Jim Nealon is not to be con- 
fused with his cousin James Joseph 
“Joe” Nealon who played baseball in 
Pittsburgh and the Bay Area before his 
death in 1910.) The plaque for Nealon 
reads: 


Dedicated to the memory of 
James J. Nealon 
for years of service to 
semi-pro baseball 
Old Timers Baseball Assn. 
of San Francisco 
Northern Calif. Baseball Mgr’s 
Ass’n San Francisco 1960 
Authorized by the S.F. Recreation 
and Parks Commission 
Plaque donated by Supervisor 
Clarissa Shortall McMahon 
In honor of her father the late Judge 
Edward P. Shortall 


The two adjacent baseball diamonds 
at Big Rec Ball Field are north of 
an entrance to Golden Gate Park at 
Seventh Avenue and Lincoln Way. 
The baseball diamond to the west is 
dedicated to Charles H. Graham; the 
plaque is on a raised pedestal on the 
walkway along the top of the bleach- 
ers overlooking home plate. The Low- 
ell High School baseball team uses the 
west field. 

The baseball diamond to the east 
is dedicated to James J. Nealon; the 
plaque is on the retaining wall below 
the fence facing the diamond close 
to first base. The George Washington 
High School baseball team uses the 
east field. 
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Supervisor Connie Chan 


District 1 Legislation Updates 


As your supervisor, my priorities 
include supporting our small business- 
es, protecting our tenants and small 
property landlords, and advocating 
for resources and safety for working 
families. As the Board’s Budget Com- 
mittee chair, I am working to ensure 
the budget process is transparent and 
inclusive, and city departments are 
held accountable for public dollars 
spent and yield the quality services 
that San Franciscans deserve. This is 
why, just in the first half of 2023, I 
have authored legislation to accom- 
plish these priorities. 


Supporting Tenants and 
Small Property Landlords 

Over the last three years, San Fran- 
cisco and California have provided 
rent relief funding for tenants during 
the pandemic. Now that the city and 
state emergency orders have been 
lifted, the program will begin winding 
down this summer. Rent relief funding 
has been a lifeline for tenants, small 
businesses, small property owners and 
non-profit affordable housing provid- 
ers who do not have as much access 
to resources as corporate property 
owners. 

This is why I introduced a reso- 
lution urging the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing and Community Develop- 
ment to prioritize tenants and small 
property landlords, as well as non- 
profit housing providers, in its rent 
relief program and provide program 
information in multiple languages. As 
a result, about 45% of rent payments 
went to supporting tenants with small 
property landlords, and 30% went to 
permanent supportive housing and 
affordable housing units. 

Now, I am working on legislation 
to further strengthen the Union-At- 
Home ordinance which will strengthen 
tenants’ ability to form a union and ne- 
gotiate their rights with landlords. In 
2022, I co-sponsored Board President 
Aaron Peskin’s Union-At-Home leg- 
islation to allow tenant organizing ac- 
tivities in buildings with five or more 
rental units. This was in response to 
concerns raised by tenants of buildings 
owned by corporate landlords who re- 
fused to negotiate rent relief or tenant 
rights issues during the pandemic. 


Protecting Workers 

During the pandemic, when thou- 
sands of Californians lost their jobs 
and found themselves in need of the 
unemployment benefits they were due, 
the California Employment Develop- 
ment Department (EDD) could not 
keep pace with the unprecedented 
surge of workers seeking unemploy- 
ment insurance claims. This left work- 
ers without their benefits for weeks 


or months at a time, and navigating 
the website or getting through to EDD 
claims officers was nearly impossible. 
To call attention to this unacceptable 
treatment of workers, I introduced a 
resolution urging Gov. Gavin Newsom 
to overhaul and improve the usability 
of the EDD. While many industries 
are returning to pre-pandemic employ- 
ment levels, we are still seeing layoffs 
in the tech industry, and the lack of 
jobs that offer living wages for wage 
workers, causing a continuing increase 
in unemployment. We must do more to 
support our workers. 

This is why I am now drafting two 
pieces of legislation to further protect 
our workers as new technology and 
laws take place. The first is an amend- 
ment to the Planning Code to regulate 
the use of autonomous vehicles in 
delivery services. As we increasingly 
see driverless vehicles on our streets, 
we need to ensure we have the tools to 
move us forward and still create good 
paying jobs while encouraging posi- 
tive innovation here in San Francisco. 

The second is an ordinance I will 
introduce this month will ensure pub- 
lic dollars and contracts are awarded 
to companies that are good employers 
and have no outstanding labor viola- 
tions. Our taxpayer dollars should not 
be spent on union busting, wage theft, 
and/or discrimination against working 
people. 


Boosting Small Business and 
Improving Our Neighborhood 

For decades, the Seal Rock Inn and 
Restaurant hosted guests in the Sutro 
Heights neighborhood and served 
delicious food to neighbors and tour- 
ists alike. Impacted by the pandemic, 
Seal Rock Restaurant closed down 
the restaurant in 2020, and faced 
unexpected hurdles to reopen with a 
significant amount of annual encroach- 
ment fee despite having operated the 
restaurant in the same footprint since 
1974. 

As we continue to recover from the 
impacts of the pandemic and prepare 
to weather the looming recession, and 
to support our neighborhood small 
businesses, I introduced legislation to 
waive the encroachment fee, hopefully 
clearing the way for the Seal Rock 
Inn and Restaurant in reopening their 
restaurant. 

And to make sure we continue to 
improve every part of the Richmond, 
in March I introduced a resolution to 
initiate the historical landmarking of 
the Alexandria Theatre’s historical 
resources. This historical landmarking 
legislation was introduced so we can 
start a conversation with the property 
owners to preserve key elements of 
the theater while paving the way for 


Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $25 or more! 
Limit one per customer + Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana + Expires June 30, 2023 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 


Competitive prices and friendly service. 


Cals Pet Supply 


Mon-Sat: 11:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Thank you for shopping local! 


the lot to be developed to benefit our 
community. I certainly hope to see 
housing developed at the site and 

am committed to push for significant 
improvements that the Richmond and 
the Alexandria Theatre deserve. 

Another beloved Richmond District 
institution, the Internet Archive, locat- 
ed in the Inner Richmond, has been 
providing free access to information, 
including loaning free digital versions 
of books. It is currently facing legal 
challenges that warrant everyone’s 
attention. In spring of this year, a New 
York judge ruled that the Internet 
Archive is violating the copyrights 
of four major publishing companies 
by lending out free digital copies of 
published materials. This ruling would 
require that libraries must use licens- 
ing agreements to lend digital books, 
which would impede on the Internet 
Archives and our public libraries’ 
ability to provide free access to infor- 
mation. 

In April, the Board of Supervisors 
unanimously passed my resolution 
recognizing the irreplaceable public 
value of libraries, including online 
libraries like the Internet Archive, and 
the essential rights of all libraries to 
own, preserve and lend both digital 
and print books to the residents of San 
Francisco and the wider public. My 
resolution also urged the California 
State Legislature and the United States 
Congress to support digital rights for 
libraries, including controlled digital 
lending and the option for libraries to 
own their digital collections. 


Advocating Services for 
Crime Victims 

Last month, I introduced a reso- 
lution urging our law enforcement 
agencies to equitably administer 
victim services and justice. All vic- 
tims, regardless of their race, gender 
identity or their socio-economic status, 
deserve equal representation from 
our law enforcement agencies and 
from our justice system. This includes 
protection from law enforcement as 
well as access to services available 
for victims of crime through the San 
Francisco Police Department and the 
District Attorney’s Office’s Depart- 
ment of Victim Services. 

I am concerned that victims are 
being ignored and overlooked by our 
law enforcement agencies. Crime vic- 
tims are often our most vulnerable and 
in great need of equitable access to 
justice and victim services regardless 
of a person’s race, gender identity or 
socio-economic status. 

So, to get a better understanding 
of the victims served by the San 
Francisco district attorney and police 
departments, I requested the depart- 
ments provide a written response to 
my office detailing the number victims 
served by these agencies over the last 
three years, the agency’s protocol to 
provide victim services with cultural 
and language competency, and status 
updates on the implementation of 
several initiatives to improve victim 
services. 

Additionally, I have a resolution 
pending before the Board’s Public 
Safety and Neighborhood Services 
Committee urging the Department of 
Public Health to create programming 
for victims of gun violence, including 
helping to identify their rights to file 
lawsuits against gun manufacturers in 


accordance with California State As- 
sembly Bill No.1594 which goes into 
effect in July of this year. My resolu- 
tion will provide access to education 
for victims of gun violence to under- 
stand and exercise their rights under 

this new law. 


Ensuring Local Input for 
Future Tax Revenues 

As our City faces a $780 million 
budget deficit over the next two 
fiscal years, I introduced a resolution 
opposing a dangerous proposed ballot 
measure by the California Business 
Roundtable, which would make it 
much more difficult for local voters to 
support tax measures needed to fund 
local services and infrastructure. 

The California Business Round- 
table, which represents the state’s 
wealthiest corporations and develop- 
ers, has qualified a new ballot measure 
for November 2024, aiming to limit 
voter input on important tax measures. 
The initiative with a misleading title — 
the “Taxpayer Protection and Gov- 
ernment Accountability Act” — would 
increase the threshold for voter-initi- 
ated taxes from a simple majority to 
two-thirds, meaning several important 
measures like June 2018’s “Early Care 
and Education Commercial Rents 
Tax” that help provide affordable 
childcare and November 2018’s Our 
City Our Home that support the City’s 
services for our homeless population, 
would not have passed, and SF would 
have lost out on millions of dollars in 
revenue. 


Tackling Climate Crisis 

San Francisco must continue to 
tackle the climate crisis. As chair of 
the Local Agency Formation Com- 
mission (LAFCo), a body that has 
oversight authority on the implementa- 
tion of CleanPowerSF, we negotiated 
an agreement with the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) 
to form a partnership with LAFCo on 
independent studies for green bank 
financing, natural gas decommission- 
ing, battery storage, electric vehicle 
charging and emerging clean energy 
technologies to support CleanPowerSF 
and meet the City’s climate goals. 

I’m also currently working on 
legislation that will update our city 
building code to require new building 
electrification be completed by certi- 
fied electricians. This ordinance would 
provide more job opportunities for our 
trade unions, furthering our unions’ 
goals to link well-paying union jobs 
and build a sustainable future. 


Celebrating AAPI Heritage as the 
Only AAPI Supervisor 
Representing the AAPI and 
Immigrant Community 
May is celebrated as Asian Ameri- 

can Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage 
Month. As the only AAPI Supervisor, 
I introduced a resolution, with unan- 
imous support from my colleagues, 
declaring May 2023 as AAPI Heritage 
Month in San Francisco and hosted 
a reception honoring and celebrating 
members of the AAPI community. 
Recognizing that AAPI commu- 
nities continue to face hate, I also 
introduced a resolution declaring May 
18 as Asian American and Pacific Is- 
lander Against Bullying and Hate Day. 


Continued on page 5 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
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Assemblymember Phil Ting 


Transit’s ‘Fiscal Cliff’ 


Many of you rely on buses, trains 
and/or ferries to get to school, work 
and other destinations. But the crucial 
services they provide are in jeopardy 
because the agencies running them 
are facing a “fiscal cliff,’ — a situation 
in which declining fare revenue and 
the end of pandemic funding from the 
federal government could result in sig- 
nificant operational cuts. In addition, 
our Bay Area operators rely on fare 
box revenue to fund operations more 
than transit agencies in other regions 
such as Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas and 
Los Angeles. 


Connie Chan 


Continued from page 4 


This legislation is in honor of Vincent 
Chin’s birthday, who was murdered 

by two white men 41 years ago simply 
for being Asian. Chin’s death triggered 
a social and racial justice movement 
among the Asian American communi- 
ty that still resonates today. 

Sadly, we continue to see anti-Asian 
hate and racism across our nation. 
Earlier this year, state legislators in 
Texas introduced legislation to prevent 
immigrants from China, North Korea, 
Iran, and Russia from purchasing and 
owning certain properties. These bills 
are a dangerous attempt to reinstate 
“Alien Land Laws” which were ruled 
unconstitutional by the US Supreme 
Court in 1952. Alien Land Laws 
were enacted in several states during 


Without outside assistance, the 
harm of reducing hours or frequency 
will be felt largely by lower-income 
Californians, who rely on public tran- 
sit because they cannot afford a car, 
and commuters, including students. 
In fact, the San Francisco Municipal 
Transit Agency has already indicated 
service cuts could begin as early as 
this summer, cutting one line a month 
for the next 20 months to head off 
a deficit. They’re also planning to 
extend parking meter hours to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, as well as 
adding Sundays, to generate revenue. 


the late 1800s/early 1900s, includ- 
ing California and Texas, aimed at 
limiting the presence and permanence 
of Chinese and Japanese immigrants. 
As the supervisor representing many 
immigrants of Chinese, Russian, and 
Korean descent living and working in 
the Richmond, and to show solidarity 
with the AAPI and immigrant commu- 
nity in Texas and beyond, I introduced 
a resolution condemning the Texas 
law. The good news is that this Texas 
bill is now likely to face defeat. 
Additionally, we have a hearing 
pending to address concerns on crime 
and violence targeting Asian-Amer- 
ican seniors and other vulnerable 
groups here in San Francisco. This 
hearing will examine the rise of 
anti-Asian racism in our City and the 
response to that rise, including crime 
prevention efforts, status of investi- 
gations, victim services programs and 
other public safety resources. We will 


Transit agencies across nine coun- 
ties in the Bay Area have asked for an 
additional allocation of $2.5 billion in 
state funding to cover them for several 
years. Even though the state faces a 
$32 billion deficit, as chair of the As- 
sembly Budget Committee, I support 
helping out Muni, BART, SamTrans 
and others, but I don’t want to hand 
over a blank check without major im- 
provements, greater accountability and 
a plan towards fiscal stability. 

I will be urging the transit operators 
to have a greater focus on you, the rid- 
ers, in hopes to see more of you riding 
transit to work, shop and get around 
town. Too many people have told me 
they don’t want to ride transit because 
they don’t feel safe, or seats are not 
clean. Our operators need to improve 
safety and cleanliness. 

Our region needs to help save public 
transit as well. While our state may be 
able to provide some temporary help, 
ultimately, our region will have to step 
up to permanently support our transit 


hear from city departments on the 
strategies they are deploying to reduce 
crime and violence targeting the Asian 
Pacific Islander and communities 

of color and to promote cross-racial 
solidarity. 


Advancing Our Shared Goals 
Through Legislation 
I’m proud of the work my office has 
done serving our neighborhood and 
still humbled by what we need to do 
so our City can continue to recover 
from the pandemic and revitalize our 
local economy, meet our climate goals, 


operators. We will need to support 
a revenue measure to support our 
operators should it come up in 2024 
or 2026. 

We have a few more weeks to craft 
a state budget amid a deficit year. 
Public transportation is crucial to a 
strong economy and for meeting our 
climate goals. Ill do everything pos- 
sible to make sure we avoid the fiscal 
cliff, so that individuals without cars 
and commuters aren’t left struggling 
with service cutbacks. But, at the same 
time, agencies must have a plan to sus- 
tain themselves, while also ensuring 
systems are safe and reliable. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


hold city government accountable and 
ensure working people can afford to 
stay and thrive in San Francisco. 
While we have accomplished so 
much in the last few months, there is 
still so much work ahead of us, and 
we are committed to serving District 
1 communities and citywide, to make 
San Francisco a city for everyone. 
Connie Chan represents District 
1 on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


SIMPLY PUT...THE BEST 
REAL ESTATE AGENT 
IN SAN FRANCISCO,’ 


- David 


As a 26 year Richmond District resident... 

my expertise and hyper-local knowledge of this 
neighborhood will guarantee an effortless sale. 
Contact me today for a free property valuation, 
buyer consultation, or just to discuss the market. 


ALEXANDER 


415.254.5351 
DRE#01339386 
alex@thefrontsteps.com 
@theFrontSteps 


www.theFrontSteps.com 


RICHMOND DISTRICT SALES 


SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 
SOLD 


192 Seal Rock Dr. 
2456 Great Highway 
3541 Cabrillo 

662 46th Ave 

624 46th Ave 

744 18th Ave 

754 18th Ave 

764 24th Ave 

849 44th Ave 

762 Great Highway 
1862 26th Ave 
1771 39th Ave 
763 45th Ave 

226 2nd Ave #1 
..and more 
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Real Estate 


John M. Lee 


Real Estate Cycles 


We see cycles occurring all 
around us every day. Some 
cycles are long, others are 
short. Cycles also tend to 
repeat themselves. 

For example, we have 
four seasons that rotate as a 
cycle. In economics we have 
expansion and recession — an 
economic boom is often fol- 
lowed by a recession. “Why?” 
you might ask. 

There are various reasons, 
such as higher interest rates, 
bad business decisions and 
inflation, just to name a few. 
There are cycles in sports. 
The Warriors have had a good 
run, but they were a pretty bad 
team right before that. After 
this run, they might go back 
to mediocrity again. The stock 
market has cycles going from 
bull to bear in seemingly a 
matter of days to weeks. 

The truth is, nobody can re- 
ally predict when these cycles 
start and end, or oftentimes 
the reasons behind them. We 
can guess but can only can tell 
with certainty after each cycle 
passes. 

And so it is with real estate, 
we operate in cycles. I often 


talk about the long real estate 
cycle and the annual cycle 
within a cycle. 

Most people, when talking 
about San Francisco real 
estate, believe that it always 
goes up and up and every year 
prices go up some more. I can 
assure you that’s not the case; 
people either have short term 
memory or they remember the 
up years more because there 
are more of them. 

Our real estate cycles in 
San Francisco tend to be 
about 10 years long with 
seven years up and three- 
to-four years down. During 
the up years, we normally 
have three-to-four years with 
double digit appreciation. And 
folks, that’s a 10% or more 
of a very big number! During 
the downturn, we normally 
experience a 10-15% drop in 
prices. So, the best real estate 
investment would be to buy 
right before the double-digit 
appreciations and sell before 
the down years. 

What causes the ups and 
downs in real estate? It goes 
beyond supply and demand. 
Supply is always limited in 


San Francisco with many 
owners holding their proper- 
ties and not having any real 
reason to sell. So, prices are 
driven mainly on the demand 
or buyer side. Factors such as 
economic expansion, stock 
market fluctuations, employ- 
ment and interest rates play 

a big part in whether prices 
will go up or down. Current- 
ly, supply is limited because 
owners either bought or refi- 
nanced their properties at the 
low interest rates of the last 
few years and are reluctant to 
let that go. 

During this last cycle, we 
have seen a longer up cycle 
than normal. Prices bottomed 
out in 2010 and have been 
going up every year since, fu- 
eled by historic low mortgage 
rates and the hi-tech market in 
this area until last year. 

Different factors start the 
recession and the downward 
trend in real estate prices. The 
1990 recession was caused 
by Iraq invading Kuwait and 
higher oil prices. The 2000 
declines were attributed to the 
dotcom bust and startups go- 
ing out of business. The 2010 
crisis was caused by subprime 
loans and bad underwriting 
standards. This one will be be- 
cause of higher interest rates. 

Then there are shorter 
annual cycles within the long 
cycle. At the beginning of the 
year, we came out of the hol- 
iday season with very limited 
inventory. Owners do not like 


Richmond Homes Sold in May* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


209 Ninth Ave. 3 


2,175 $1,510,468 


3525 Cabrillo St. 


1,464 1,680,000 


8332 Geary Blvd. 


1,480 1,725,000 


2,613 1,800,000 


595 41st Ave. 


ES 25) 1,955,000 


2) 
oD) 
650 11th Ave. 5 
4 
3 


104 Collins St. 


2,614 3,400,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


to be bothered with buyers go- 
ing in and out of their homes 
during the holiday season and 
thus do not list their homes 
for sale or they take them off 
the market. Due to this, we 
have a supply shortage come 
January, and the homes that 
are on the market get snatched 
up fairly quickly. 

The inventory normally 
starts coming onto the market 
after the Super Bowl week- 
end and we typically have 
a very robust spring selling 
season which usually results 
in some of the highest sales 
prices of the year. This lasts 
until the summer months and 
the market slows down again 
because many buyers, sellers 
and agents take vacations and 
do not conduct business. 

The market picks up again 
after Labor Day in September 
and lasts until about a week 
before Thanksgiving. Then 
it slows down again and the 
cycle repeats itself again the 
following year. 


However, I must cau- 
tion that trying to time the 
market is dangerous. Real 
estate should be a long-term 
investment. Over the long 
term though, real estate in 
San Francisco has turned out 
to be a very good investment 
for most. If you are thinking 
about buying or selling real 
estate, I recommend that you 
consult with a good real estate 
agent, financial planner and 
tax consultant before making 
a decision. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him at 
415-465-0505 or email at 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of John M. Lee’s 
columns at RichmondSunset- 
News.com. 


Presidio Opens Newly Renovated Supportive Housing for Veterans 


By Linda Badger 


For many, it would be a 
dream come true to live in the 
Presidio. 

For 108 of our City’s pre- 
viously homeless veterans 
living at the Presidio’s Veter- 
ans Academy, this dream has 
come true. 

On May 11, the Veterans 
Academy, operated by Swords 
to Plowshares since 2000, 
celebrated the completion of 
a much needed, “transforma- 
tional” renovation project, 
which began in 2016. The 
renovated Veterans Acade- 
my has been renamed the Jon 
W. Paulson Veterans’ Com- 
munity, honoring a longtime 
supporter and San Francisco 
veteran who died of complica- 
tions from exposure to Agent 
Orange. 


The Jon W. Paulson Vet- 
erans’ Community provides 
a permanent affordable and 
supportive home to older vet- 
erans allowing them to “age in 
place.” 

When Swords to Plowshares 
established the Veterans Acad- 
emy in 2000, it was the first 
permanent supportive housing 
dedicated to veterans in the 
country. Since that time, others 
have emulated the model, rec- 
ognizing that elderly, disabled 
or homeless vets need homes 
rather than temporary, transi- 
tional housing. 

Three quarters of the res- 
idents at the Jon W. Paulson 
Veterans Community are over 
age 55, and more than half suf- 
fer from three or more disabil- 
ities associated with their mil- 
itary service or homelessness. 

“Many of our residents 


| 


BOURBON COUNTY @ CLEMENT STREET WINE & SPIRITS 
_ 2147 Clement Street, between 22nd & 23rd Avenues 
10AM to 9PM Monday-Saturday, 10AM to 8PM Sunday 

| (415) 387-6210 - BourbonCountySF @gmail.com 


Featuring Over 100 Bourbons and Ryes! 
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place for Whiskey” 


SPECIALIZING IN FINE SPIRITS & CRAFT BEERS 


passe 


BINGO} 


Beet 


Wine 


Hosted by the Park Presidio-Sunset Lions Club 


Sunday, June 25 


St. Anne’s Church ¢ 850 Judah St. 


Buffet Lunch 1 p.m. * Bingo 2 p.m. 
$40 Includes lunch, soft drinks and 3 cards per game 


ie 


For more information or to RSVP, 
email Paul at editor@sfrichmondreview.com 


were living on the streets or in 
blighted areas of San Francis- 
co,” said Colleen Murakami, 
chief development officer for 
Swords to Plowshares. “Hav- 
ing the opportunity to build a 
home in a peaceful national 
park setting has provided res- 
idents who have histories of 
chronic homelessness, mental 
health issues and substance 
use the opportunity to heal.” 
Swords to Plowshares (a 
non-profit organization), along 
with the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs, provides on-site 
services, including case man- 
agement, counseling, income 
assistance, communal meals, 
support groups and social ac- 
tivities. The residents take ad- 
vantage of their beautiful sur- 
roundings, organizing outdoor 
yoga and walking groups. 
Located in the Presidio’s 
former nurses’ barracks, the 
community consists of two 
three-story buildings, which 
until now, had no elevators. 
For years, disabled residents 
struggled with the stairs, lim- 
iting their access to services 
and increasing their isolation. 
Thanks to newly installed el- 
evators, residents can move 
within the community to so- 
cialize and take advantage of 
the services offered. Outside, 
the community is surrounded 
by accessible paths and ramps, 
and is very near to the Presi- 
dio’s new Tunnel Tops Park. 
The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment’s PIT (Point in Time) 
Count indicates that progress 
is being made in sheltering our 


Jon W. Paulson Veterans’ Community “affordab 


Sapte 


le 


housing” facility in the Presidio. Photo by Katie Etti. 


homeless veterans. From 2019 
to 2022, the number of home- 
less veterans in San Francisco 
remained flat at approximate- 
ly 600, but the percentage 
of these individuals likely to 
be sheltered rose from just 
19% in 2019 to 33% in 2022. 
Swords to Plowshares current- 
ly houses approximately 500 
formerly homeless veterans in 
six facilities. Unfortunately, 
it estimates that 350 veterans 
remain on the streets in San 
Francisco. 

The average income of 
veterans living in permanent 
supportive housing managed 
by Swords to Plowshares is 
about $1,100 per month, so 
even if they could live on their 
own, it would be a significant 
challenge for them to find af- 
fordable housing in San Fran- 
cisco. The community’s 108 
single-occupancy units are the 
only “affordable housing” lo- 


cated in the Presidio. 

After experiencing the 
nightmares of war, trauma and 
homelessness, our veterans 
living in the newly appoint- 
ed Jon W. Paulson Veterans’ 
Community will hopefully 
find peace in the beauty of the 
Presidio. 

For those who don’t quali- 
fy for supportive housing and 
want to live the dream of re- 
siding in one of the historic 
brick mansions in the Presidio, 
the bidding starts at $18,500 
a month. The Presidio Trust 
rents apartments and hous- 
es at market rate to its 3,000 
residents, noting that this in- 
come is essential to operate 
and maintain the Presidio as a 
public park. 

For information about how 
to help homeless veterans, 
contact Colleen Murakami 


and her team at develop- 
ment@stp-sf.org. 
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Robbery With a Knife, Outstand- 
ing Warrant: 800 Block of the Great 
Highway, April 5, 6:55 p.m. 

The victim was sitting in an Ocean 
Beach parking lot next to his bike, 
watching the ocean and eating a 
burrito. The suspect walked toward the 
victim mumbling incoherently, then 
started accusing the victim of stealing 
his stuff. The victim had never seen 
the suspect. 

The suspect pulled out a large knife 
and started taking the victim’s $15,000 
high-end bike while swinging the 
knife at the bike and striking the bike 
several times. The suspect and victim 
were standing on opposite sides of the 
bike at the time of brandishing and 
slashing. The victim was in fear of 
being stabbed. 

Officers spotted the suspect riding 
the stolen bike away from scene and 
detained him. During the investiga- 
tion, the suspect and bicycle were 
identified by the victim and witness. 

The suspect also had a confirmed 
no-bail parole warrant. The suspect 
was arrested. 

The case was assigned to SFPD 
Robbery Unit which is conducting the 
follow up investigation. 


Graffiti: 3500 Block of Geary 
Boulevard, April 9, 1:15 a.m. 

Two suspects were observed in 
the act of tagging a building’s wall 


POLICE BLOTTER 


with spray paint. The taggers had two 
additional subjects with them. Officers 
detained all four suspects. 

All four suspects were juveniles 
with paint on their hands. They were 
read their Miranda rights, given rights 
forms, and were allowed to make a 
phone call. 

All of their parents were contact- 
ed. Two juveniles were cited for the 
graffiti, then all four juveniles were 
released to their parents. 

The case was assigned to the SFPD 
General Works Unit which is conduct- 
ing the follow-up investigation. 


Robbery With a Gun: Geary 
Boulevard and 33rd Avenue, April 
14, 3:50 p.m. 

The victim left George Washington 
High School after school and walked 
to a bus stop. The suspects’ vehicle 
pulled up in front of the victim at the 
bus stop. 

Multiple suspects exited the vehicle 
and surrounded the victim. One of the 
suspects pointed a firearm at the vic- 
tim. One of the suspects punched the 
victim in the arm and stole $60 from 
the victim. 

All suspects went back into vehicle 


Send letters, 
comments 
and suggestions to: 


Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com 


Bay area leading insurance 
provider for condo associations. 


Up to 40% savings compared to 
other carriers. 


Dedicated agents that help you 
get the coverage you really need. 


Hassle-Free online quote in less 
than 5 minutes. 


Get an instant quote online or call: 


and fled. 

The victim refused medical treat- 
ment. 

The case was assigned to the SFPD 
Robbery Unit which is conducting the 
follow up investigation. 


Firearm, Negligent Discharge: 
Ocean Beach, April 22,7 p.m. 

The victim was playing with his 
friend’s gun on Ocean Beach (U.S. 
Park Police jurisdiction) and shot 
himself with the gun in his left hand, 
sustaining a wound. 

The victim was listed in stable 
condition at SF General Hospital. He 
stated he was shot during a robbery 
attempt at Great Highway and JFK 
Drive. He later admitted to officers to 
making up initial robbery story. 

No firearm, casings or crime scene 
were located. 


The case was assigned to the SFPD 
Night Investigation Unit which is con- 
ducting the follow up investigation. 


Robbery With Force: Chain of 
Lakes and JFK Drives in Golden 
Gate Park, May 13, 3:55 p.m. 

The victim was walking in Golden 
Gate Park while talking on her phone. 

Three suspects approached her 
and asked for directions. Suspect one 
ripped the phone from the victim’s 
hand. Suspect two yanked the victim’s 
purse causing her to fall to ground. 
The purse strap was stuck on the vic- 
tim’s elbow. 

Suspect three then dragged the 
victim for 10 feet, pulling on purse. 
Suspect three then moved the victim’s 
arm freeing the purse. 

The suspects fled on foot. 

Medics treated the victim for minor 
injuries. 

The case was assigned to the SFPD 
Robbery Unit which is conducting the 
follow up investigation. 


VOLUNTEER TODAY! 


Make a Difference in the Lives of Many 


The San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program 
is recruiting volunteers to visit and provide support to seniors 
and persons with disabilities living in long-term care facilities. 


Bilingual in Cantonese a plus but not required. 


To Learn More, Call (415) 751-9788 


You can also email us or learn more online: 
ombudsman@felton.org | felton.org/ombudsman 
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Taxpayer Protection on State Ballot 


A collection of quips includes a 
1930’s question: “If Congress can pay 
farmers not to raise crops, why can’t 
we pay Congress not to raise taxes?” 

Taxpayer protection will be on the 
state June 2024 ballot. Some of those 
significant protections include: 1) All 
new taxes enacted by the California 
Legislature must be voter-approved 
by a majority; 2) Two-thirds voter 
approval is required for all new local 
special tax increases; 3) Whether a 
new charge to taxpayers is a fee or tax 
must be clearly defined for voters; 4) 
New tax proposals must be truthfully 
defined and legislators must clearly 
identify for voters how revenue will 
be spent before any tax or fee takes 
effect. 

Such initiative amends the Cal- 
ifornia Constitution and overrides 
any conflicting court rulings based 
upon a disputed interpretation of the 
state constitution’s current language, 
such as a 2017 State Supreme Court 
decision that some local taxes for 
special spending had passed, although 
obtaining less than the two-thirds 
voter approval required by Proposition 
13. If voters approve by majority vote, 
many such existing taxes would need 
voter approval again by two-thirds of 
state voters. I can hardly wait. Watch 
City Hall try to defeat it just as it 
allows the S.F. Municipal Transporta- 
tion Authority, which hasn’t ever seen 
a tax it doesn’t like (see, e.g., the Cen- 
tral Subway fiasco) to extend metered 


parking to Sundays and 10 p.m. on 

all weekdays and Saturday. As retired 
Chronicle columnist Leah Garchick 
remarked last month in a letter to the 
editor of “Comical,” making parking 
“less available” “... will be a knife that 
makes another wound in our already 
bleeding downtown,” and also neigh- 
borhood restaurants and stores. 

One of the most despised levies 
on residents is the utility tax. In late 
April, San Mateo County Superior 
Court Judge Nancy Fineman ruled 
Menlo Park has been illegally col- 
lecting a 3.5% tax on electric, gas 
and water users and 2.5% on cable, 
wireless and telephone usage since 
2017 because the City Council didn’t 
renew it in 2016. Menlo Park collected 
$1.4 million from such taxes in 2022 
and 2021. In San Francisco, I wrote a 
charter amendment and led the cam- 
paign for voter-approval on Nov. 3, 
1987, while I was a state senator. The 
utility tax hasn’t raised its ugly head 
since then. 

The Tennessee House of Represen- 
tatives in April expelled three mem- 
bers, all Democrats, for disrupting and 
stopping a House session by shouting 
and using bullhorns to condemn 
fellow members for not supporting 
strong gun-safety laws. U.S. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), the majority 
leader of the U.S. Senate, thereafter 
requested the U.S. attorney general 
to investigate whether such expul- 
sion violated the U.S. Constitution 


or federal law. The three miscreants 
halted all legislative business in the 
Tennessee House. Had any member 

in the California legislature done this 
in my 12 years as a state senator, he 

or she would’ ve been removed from 
the chambers by our sergeant-at-arms, 
but Washington Democrats consider 
this peaceful, legal protest. As the 
Wall Street Journal commented on 
April 20: “Democrats have spent years 
presenting themselves as democracy’s 
last defense. But when two of their 
own grab a bullhorn and bring the 
people’s business to a halt, it’s heroic 
if the cause is right. The problem is, 
someone will always believe the cause 
is right.” 

A Bay Area News Group column 
last month by an assistant professor of 
history at Hillsdale College, Michigan, 
notes that since 2004 the number of 
Americans identifying as political in- 
dependents “has skyrocketed.” Almost 
two-thirds of registered voters were 
then Democrats or Republicans. In 
May 2023, less than 50% are Demo- 
crats or Republicans. There are now 
more Independents than Ds and Rs. As 
a registered Independent since 1985 
after 39 years of Democratic Party 
registration, I’m delighted even if the 
fearful California legislature and Gov. 
Jerry Brown changed the election code 
so others and I are deemed “No Party 
Preference” voters in order to mini- 
mize the language effect of being an 
independent candidate against them. 

Speaking of candidacies, Michelle 
Obama, the Princeton and Harvard 
Law School graduate who received 
a Princeton scholarship and has been 
mentioned as a replacement candi- 
date for Joe Biden, declared after 
her husband was elected president in 
November 2008 that it was the first 
time in her life, she was “proud of my 
country!” A wag in Bakersfield, Calif. 
commented in the Wall Street Journal 


on May 18: “I can hear Mrs. Obama’s 
victory speech now: ‘For the second 
time in my adult life, I am proud of 
my country.” 

Sunset resident Robert Guichard 
who led the successful ballot measure 
in 1980 to repeal district election of 
Board of Supervisors members, re- 
ports that a controlling Santa Monica 
legal case regarding to which the Cal- 
ifornia Supreme Court granted review 
last year, will be argued on June 27. 
The Santa Monica City Council has 
refused to substitute district election of 
City Council members or at-large vot- 
ing. A neighborhood association sued 
to force the Council to do so under the 
California Civic Rights. Both the Los 
Angeles Superior Court and Court of 
Appeal have rejected the Association’s 
contention. If the California Supreme 
Court does so, too, expect Mr. Guich- 
ard and others to qualify an initiative 
next year restoring at-large election of 
our City Hall “beauties.” I can’t wait! 

Expect also more corruption cases 
at City Hall this month or next, which 
remind me of one-time Democratic 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell 
(1949-1971) when Republican Con- 
gressmembers accused him of corrup- 
tion. Powell, who represented Harlem, 
responded: “I’m not doing anything 
that you guys aren’t doing.” 

Do you remember when boys, not 
telephones, delivered the news? I do, 
but I’m probably older than any read- 
ers of this monthly excursion. As one 
smart aleck observed: “If you don’t 
stand for something, you will likely 
fall for anything.” That’s a wrap. 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 


NOISE 


Continued from page 1 


She volunteers at the store daily 
and greets every customer with a huge 
smile as they walk through the door. 

“Tt’s a combination of musicians and 
artists, the camaraderie of a neighbor- 
hood of the City,” she said. “We like 
to connect with people of all walks of 
life. NOISE is one of the places where 
things are so inexpensive, people even 
trade things. We make it so easy that 
everyone can shop here, and we do it 
on purpose.” 

They have a wide variety of music, 
including classical, rock, soul, funk, 
hip-hop, rap, electronic fusion, country, 
folk, punk, new wave, blues, zydeco, 
comedy and a lot of jazz. NOISE also 
has categories other stores are not car- 
rying, such as spoken word and local 
recordings. 

“We sell artists that come in and want 
us to sell their records,” Johnson said. 

She often plays an album for custom- 
ers on the turntable at her desk for them 
to listen to prior to purchasing. 

Johnson is of Japanese descent who 
was adopted by a Polish-Jewish Holo- 
caust survivor mother and an African 
American father. Her father grew up in 
New Orleans and his great uncle was 


Veronica Bottini looks through 
a selection of jazz albums at 
NOISE. 


Ashlan Parker, a regular 


cus- 
tomer at NOISE, shows off his 
recent purchase of an ablum of 
house music. He said he is also 
on a jazz binge. Photos by Beth 
Lederer. 


a neighbor and friend of Louis Arm- 
strong. 

Johnson’s family members are all 
talented musicians. Her son plays in 
dozens of bands and plays most genres 
of music. Brown also just started as 
music director of a jazz bar in the Ma- 
rina called Geelou. He has recorded 
saxophone tracks on a handful of local 
albums. 

Johnson is a classical pianist, pro- 
fessional photographer and has taught 
Salsa dancing prior to her two car ac- 
cidents, which has made it difficult for 
her to walk. 

Her daughter Sara Brown is a mu- 
sician as well, playing violin, viola, 
trumpet, piano and classical guitar. She 
volunteers at the store on weekends. 
Her expertise is hip-hop, rap and clas- 
sical. 

“Whenever there is any event in the 
neighborhood we always donate,” said 
Johnson. 

Veronica Bottini, former Presidio 
Middle School string orchestra teach- 
er (2005-2020), visits NOISE a couple 
times a week. She was Johnson’s chil- 


dren’s orchestra teacher when they at- 
tended Presidio Middle School. 

“Tm always curious about music,” 
Bottini said. “I’m one of those classical 
musicians who likes all genres.” 

For many older customers, purchas- 
ing a vinyl record can lead to nostalgic 
memories. It may lead them to pur- 
chase their favorite albums they once 
listened to growing up. 

“Albums are so important because 
it’s not only about one song; they tell 
a story. People would listen to the full 
album,” Johnson said. 

Albums and cassettes are still rele- 
vant today and are making a comeback 
especially with the millennials and 
Gen Z generation. Tyisha Hill is a DJ 
at USF. She purchased a cassette from 
NOISE of a local band called LEER. 
Hill had recently gone to a show a few 
weeks back and described their music 
as hard core. 

“A lot of my friends like to collect 
vinyl, CDs and cassettes because it’s 
something cool to have,” Hill said. 

Johnson asks every customer who 
purchases music for their permission 
to take a picture of them with their 
purchased item. She has an estimated 
12,000 photos collected. 

“It gives me a way to connect with 
clients and to remember what their 
taste is,” she said. 

NOISE has also seen its fair share 
of challenges It survived the pandemic 
despite having to close for 16 months. 
They shifted to selling records online 
and are still taking orders that way. 
Store hours have changed to noon-3 
p.m., seven days a week. 

Business was disrupted again when 
their beloved Mt. Fuji mural was tem- 
porarily removed for three months 
due to construction on the front of the 
building. Johnson acknowledged sales 
decreased after the mural was removed. 

“I felt I was being erased from the 
block without the mural,” Johnson said. 


=~ 
Betsy Avila recently moved to the 
Outer Richmond from Southern 
California. She purchased “Oliv- 
ia Newton John’s Greatest Hits.” 
She said she was impressed with 
the variety of music available at 
NOISE. 


She was ecstatic to have the famous 
painting (The Great Wave off Kanaga- 
wa) repainted on the front of her store 
last month. For her, this painting has 
so much symbolic importance due to 
Johnson’s Japanese roots. The artwork 
was painted by Pablo “Raiz” Arroyo, 
an acclaimed community-based artist. 
“Raiz” has created at least 100 murals 
— four on Balboa. 

NOISE is also an entertainment ven- 
ue for local and emerging artists. On 
many Sunday afternoons, the neigh- 
borhood is greeted by a group of mu- 
sicians having a jam session on the 
sidewalk right outside of NOISE. Pre- 
COVID, groups of musicians would 
have jam sessions inside of NOISE 
sometimes five times per week. 

Working at NOISE is a labor of love 
for Johnson. 

“My goal at NOISE is, when any- 
body comes in, they leave happier,” 
she said. 

NOISE is located at 3427 Balboa St. 
between 35th and 36th avenues. Learn 
more at sanfrancisconoise.com. 
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ANOTHER GOOD ONE! 


Are you in pain? Have you tried everything to 
alleviate your pain without success? 


Have you been diagnosed 
with or feel like you have any How Pain is Now 


of the following?: e 
pas en Being Treated 
¢ Herniated/Bulging Discs 


¢ Chronic Lower Back or Neck Pain Until now, drugs and surgery 
¢ Sciatica . 

¢ Shooting Pain Down the Leg were the ONLY options 

¢ Pinched Nerves i 

¢« Numbness, Tingling or Weakness for back and neck ean 

¢ Shoulder, Knee or Foot Pain 

¢ Muscle Spasm, Strains or Sprains 


How has pain been treated de 
in the past? Are drugs and 
shots the answer? 3 9 5 0 


Until now, people have 


masked their pain by fre- Pane 0 U i F R R | C H M 0 N D 


quently taking prescription 
pain pills or by getting : . : 
cortisone, epidural or steroid CityPainReliefCenter.com FULL FLOOR FLAT + 


injections. This type of relief Mention this ad for the GROCERY STORE 
masks the cause, is tempo- New Patient Special: $49 , , 
rary, and more often lead to Includes consultation, exam 3 : b D ? og. Ft. 


even more pain, or worse yet, and first set of x-rays. 
addiction to drugs. Corner Mix-Use Building ¢ 4Bdrm + 2 Bath Flat 


Advanced Non Surgical Pain Relie 


Grocery Store has 5-yr Lease with Ocean View 
OX CITY SPINE CENTER + Type 21 Liquor Licence ¢« Ideal For SBA Loan 
SS MATTHEW C. SHERIDAN 


= CONTACT matt@mavenproperties.com maven 
DRE #01390209 MULTIFAMILY 


Dr. Terrena A. Miller, D.C. and : CENTERS of AMERICA 415.727.1271 


Dr. Anthony Chau, D.C. 


For advertising rates, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
Arts enrichment and mentorship program for artists aged 15-18 is now seeking appli- 
cations. Join us this summer to create your next dream project with support, resources and 
mentorship. Learn more at problemchildren.org. 


BALBOA STREET BLOCK PARTY 

Support the Heart & Soul SF Balboa Street Block Party happening June 17! We believe 
in building community and highlighting the incredible small businesses around us. We want 
to bring your neighborhood to you and this block party is a step toward that goal. Donate $50 
and join us in supporting our mission! You can find the GoFundMe in our Instagram link in 
bio. Your donations will help with paying for the SFMTA block party closure permit, temporary 
no-parking signage, tables, chairs and the live band. There will be music, food and games at 
the block party. Everyone is welcome. Be a part of the Heart & Soul SF community. Learn more 
about us at Heartandsoulsf.com or on our Instagram, heartandsoulsf. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


CONGRATUALTIONS FRANK MC COPPIN FIFTH GRADERS 
Your parents, friends, teachers and school staff are all so proud of you! Good luck in 
Middle School. 


COOKING TOGETHER WITH SHANTA NIMBARK SACHAROFF 

Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, author of several cookbooks and a local history book on food 
co-ops, will present a discussion at two SF public libraries about the hurdles in organic farming 
for small farmers. She will also demonstrate how to make refrigerator pickles using chemi- 
cal-free cucumbers purchased from local farmers markets. Attendees can sample pickles and 
chai during Q&A sessions and take a jar of pickles home. West Portal Public Library, 190 Lenox 
Way (near West Portal Muni station), June 10, 2-3 p.m. and Ocean View Public Library, 345 
Randolph St. (near Ramsell Street), June 17, 2-3:30 p.m. Go to RichmondSunsetNews.com for 
an archive of Nimbark Sacharoff’s monthly "Cooking Together" columns. 


DREAMPILOT RELEASE CONCERT 
Kat Sena, Richmond District recording artist and music educator, announces a special 
concert at the Balboa Theater on Saturday, June 24 at 1 p.m. to celebrate the release of her new 
EP, DREAMPILOT. The Balboa Theater is selling tickets in advance: www.balboamovies.com. For 
more information, email dreampilotkatsena@gmail.com. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime." Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Poetry with Pauline.” Study poems and help write a chapbook. Librarian Pauline with an 
M.F.A. in poetry writing will publish your poems in a format you can take home. Drop in or at- 
tend all six sessions. For ages 9-12. Meets once a month starting Thursday, June 1, 4-5 p.m. 
"Summer Stride Kick-Off.” Learn about the gardens of Alcatraz with Emma Bland Smith - 
author of "The Gardener of Alcatraz" - and Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy staff. 
Participate in nature activities and make seed balls with Fog City Gardener. For children and 
their families. Saturday, June 3, noon-2 p.m. 
"Workshop: STEM Challenge Weather Station.” Learn about the science of weather as you 
build three devices to measure wind, rainfall and air pressure. Elementary school age. 
Wednesday, June 7, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
"Workshop: STEM Challenge Balloon Racers." Build a racer and learn how for every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction. For elementary and middle school ages. Wednesday, 
June 21, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
TEEN PROGRAM: 
"Button Making." Make your own buttons to pin to your clothes or bag. For ages 13-18. 
Thursday, June 29, 3-5 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath Meditation with Don Narin.” Guided meditation for calming and stress release. Every 
Thursday, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Yoga anyone can do. Bring your own mat or use a library chair. 
Every Thursday, 11:45-12:30 p.m. 
"Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults.” Friday, June 2, 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
"Dance Meditation.” A guided blend of mindfulness, meditation and movement workout for 
the body and soul. Saturday, June 3, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
"Reader's Book Club on Ninth.” Read and share your thoughts with other Russian language 
readers. First Tuesday of every month. Tuesday, June 6, 6-7:30 p.m. 
"Mandarin for Beginners." Learn basic Mandarin and Chinese culture. Materials provided. 
Six sessions: June 10, 17 and 24; July 8, 15 and 22; 10 a.m.-noon. Registration required: 
415-355-5600. 
"Silent Book Club." Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent reading 
followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. Club meets every 
other Wednesday. June 14 and 28, 3-5 p.m. 
“Loren Means Quartet." Live jazz songs by Louis Armstrong, Billie Holiday, Charlie Parker, Ella 
Fitzgerald and others from this four-piece band, including analyses of the songs. Saturday, 
June 17, 2-4:30 p.m. 
"Thomas Dimuzio on Buchla synthesizer." Outdoors. Live otherworldly electronic sounds from 
this contributor to “The X Files” TV series and re-masterer of classic horror soundtracks. "His 
work has a narrative, filmic tug ... brilliant and rarely less than entertaining." - Peter Marsh, 
BBC. Saturday, June 24, 2-3 p.m. 
ADULT FILM PROGRAMS: 
"Who's Afraid of Kathy Acker?” Documentary on outlaw experimental writer who lived in SF 
from 1990 until her death in 1997, with commentary from locals who knew her. NR, 87 min., 
2008. Wednesday, June 7, 6-7:30 p.m. 
"Saving Face.” A gay Chinese American and her traditionalist mother are reluctant to go 
public with a secret love. Written and directed by Alice Wu. RT rating 87%. R, 97 min., 2004. 
Thursday, June 8, 4-6 p.m. 
“A Gentle Woman/Une Femme Douce.” Robert Bresson’s highly stylized adaptation of 
Dostoevsky, with Dominique Sanda as a woman in an unhappy marriage. RT rating 92%. In 


French with English subtitles. Not available on disc or streaming services. NR, 88 min., 1969. 
Wednesday, June 14, 6-7:30 p.m. 

"Wattstax.” Classic 1972 LA. benefit concert with the Dramatics, the Staple Singers, Isaac 
Hayes, Albert King, Richard Pryor and many others. Included in Library of Congress’ National 
Film Registry. Several audio reissues marked its recent 50th anniversary. Rated R, 102 min., 
1973. Wednesday, June 21, 5:30-7:15 p.m. 

"De-Lovely." Biopic about great song composer Cole Porter (Kevin Kline) that touches on his 
closeted sexuality and his platonic relationship with wife Linda (Ashley Judd). Elvis Costello, 
Alanis Morissette, Sheryl Crow and others provide a soundtrack of timeless songs. PG-13, 125 
min., 2004. Thursday, June 22, 4-6 p.m. 

"Isan: Folk and Pop Music of Northeast Thailand.” A raw world-music documentary, “where 
Lao, Thai and Cambodian folkloric traditions have conspired to create a mystifying pageantry 
of music and dance still relatively unknown to outsiders." From Sublime Frequencies. No 
longer available on DVD. NR, 50 mins., 2004. Wednesday, June 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy June birthday to Art Bickford, Ralph and Myra Chapin, Reiko Chow, Roni Craig, Kyle 
C. Curry, Devin and Kirstin, Irina Doliner-Kelly, Jennifer Dove, Reganomics Dermudez, Vincent 
Edward, Yanina Gotsulsky, Douglas Gorney, William Haubenstein, Chris Kelly, John Kolb, Bar- 
bara Wilson Langstaff, Sydney Lue, Thomas Lue, Anne Oz, Brendan Pinder, Christina Sullivan, 
Michael Sullivan, Scoutmaster Nathan, William Ryan Nies, Vicki and Joyce, Dana Wong and 
Franklin Wong. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunset- 
News.com. Free. 


INTERNS WELCOME 
The Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers offer unpaid summer intern- 
ships to students looking for journalism experience and instruction. For more information, call 
415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


MEETTHE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW - JUNE 11 
Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. Normally held at the One Richmond 
storefront, 802 Clement St., every second Wednesday of the month, this month's session will 
be held on Sunday, June 11, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at One Richmond's Summer Kick Off event at the 
Richmond Recreation Center, 251 18th Ave. For more information, call 415-706-6428 or email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Scheduled appointments not necessary but appreciated. 


ONE RICHMOND SUMMER COMMUNITY EVENT 
Join us for a fun and informative day at One Richmond's Summer Kick Off! Learn how 
to stay healthy and safe this summer while enjoying interactive activities and resources from 
community-based organizations. Join a self-defense workshop. Don't miss out on this FREE 
family-friendly event at The Richmond Recreation Center (251 18th Ave.) on Sunday, June 11, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Find more information at onerichmondsf.com. 


PHILANTHROPIST NEEDED 
| ama senior lady who needs a place to live at a private residence in the west area of San 
Francisco. After many months of fruitless searching, | need help from a private philanthropist 
in order to move beyond this crisis. Having arthiritis, | don’t nagivate many flights of stairs 
or hills. | use public transportation, live quietly, and have excellent references. Call 415-561- 
9275 if you or someone you know can provide me a home. Please help. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ COLUMN ONLINE 

Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the "Photos of the Month” column on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages more than 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs, 150 dpi, six 
inches wide. If you don’t know how to size your photos, we can help. While there is no compen- 
sation for the submissions, we are planning on awarding a gift to the best photo of the month 
in the near future. Please submit on the 15th of each month. For more information, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
One Richmond Cleanup, Thursday, June 1, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Details at mobilize.us/to- 
gethersf/event/528372/. 
Morning Coffee Cleanup, Friday, June 2, 8-9 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/event/513212/ 
Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, Friday, June 2, 3:30-5 p.m., mobilize.us/to- 
gethersf/event/437706/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, June 3, 10-11:30 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


event/399341/. 
Outer Richmond Cleanup, Friday, June 9, 4-5:30 p.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/450069/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saurday, June 10, 10-11:30 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Richmond Library Cleanup, Tuesday, June 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m.,mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, June 17, 10-11:30 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Baker Beach Cleanup, Sunday, June 18, 11 a.m -1 p.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/560617/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, June 24, 10-11:30 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


SWITCHING GEARS 
Columnist Sandra Lee Fewer is taking a break from politics to help showcase some new 
restaurants in the Richmond District. Check out her first column at RichmondSunsetNews. 
com highlighting Que Chulada Mexican Restaurant at 5850 Geary Blvd. and Sonamu Korean 
Restaurant at 5716 Geary Blvd. 


Continued on page 11 


June 2023 


The Richmond Review ° 11 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Continued from page 10 


TAKING A BREAK 
Check back next month for Jess Goldstein’s Richmond District crossword puzzle. 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthdays, weddings, an- 
niversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business accomplish- 
ments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or submit free community events at 
no charge. We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses 
celebrating an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announce- 
ment to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Announcements will run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,000 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (20,000+ views per month). 
Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 20th of the month. Mail check to: P.O. Box 16035, 
S.F, CA 94116. Call 415-706-6428 or email editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for 
more details. 


WIC & EBT ACCEPTED 
now offering MARKET MATCH! 


a All Sunset Mercantile events 
are smoke-free pursuant to 
SF Health Code Article 19L. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC & 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 


San Francisco 


Look for Us on Social Media 


Follow us on Twitter 
@RichmondSunset 


Follow us on 
Instagram 
@RichmondSunsetNews 


www. 
RichmondSunsetNews 
.com 


OutsideLands.org 
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Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blivd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
joesicecream.com 
instagram.com/joesicecreamsf 
facebook.com/joesicecreamsf 


We 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


TRY OUR DELICIOUS BURGERS, CRISPY FRIES, HOT DOGS, SALADS AND MORE 
Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 
survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 
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Geary merchants have everything 
you need for Summer fun! 
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Visit Geary merchants in person or online: 


www.gearyblvd.org 
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DREAMPILOT KAT SENA 
EP LAUNCH CONCERT / PARTY 


SAT., JUNE 24th 1:00 p.m BALBOATHEATER S.F. 
TIX: https:/ 


/www.balboamovies.com INFO: dreampilotkatsena@gmailcom 


For advertising rates 
call 415-706-6428 


__ or email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 
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Laguna Honda Gets ‘Final’ Extension Pausing Patient Transfers 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


For the third time in a year, regula- 
tory authorities granted Laguna Honda 
Hospital a pause in transferring out all 
of its patients, but with a warning that 
this will be the last time it will receive 
an extension. 

They now have until Sept. 19 to rec- 
tify the deficiencies in health and safety 
processes. 

“Laguna Honda will receive no ad- 
ditional pauses on any aspect of the 
implementation of its Revised Closure 
Plan, including transfer and discharge 
obligations, or any further extension of 
federal payments,” James Bossenmey- 
er stated in a May 18 letter on behalf 
of the Centers for Medicare and Med- 
icaid Services (CMS), which is under 
the U.S. Health and Human Services 
Department. 

The hospital has not lost its license, 
but most patients there are covered 
by Medicare and Medicaid. Both pro- 
grams terminated the hospital’s partici- 
pation in April 2022 after CMS decerti- 
fied it because of deficiencies in safety 
protocols, improper hygiene practices 
by the staff and two nearly fatal over- 
doses from illegal drugs brought into 
the hospital by patients. 

The CMS did, however, commit to 
giving the hospital financial help in re- 
locating approximately 670 patients by 
mid-September, 2022. 

Coincidentally, the 156-year-old 
hospital located on a 62-acre campus 
will be applying for recertification, 
which is a lengthy process involving 
multiple surveys. 

The hospital transferred 41 patients 
to other skilled nursing facilities (SNF) 
and discharged an additional 16 resi- 
dents. Of those, 12 people died with- 
in weeks of being transferred or dis- 
charged, so federal and state regulators 


temporarily paused all patient transfers 
and discharges. 

San Francisco sued the feds for fail- 
ing to provide adequate time to repeal 
the original citations. The City and 
CMS agreed in July 2022 to continue 
pausing all transfers until Feb. 2. 

As part of this settlement, CMS ex- 
tended Medicare and Medicaid pay- 
ments for services through Nov. 13, 
contingent upon the hospital making 
health and safety improvements. 

The CMS agreed to continue pausing 
patient transfers and discharges on Feb. 
1, until May 19. 

In its most recent letter, CMS offered 
to extend Medical and Medicare pay- 
ments to March 19, 2024, but with the 
caveat that “CMS will not consider any 
other amendments to the agreement or 
any further extensions.” 

The letter further stated that after the 
hospital requested another extension 
on May 8, they were cited for failing 
to ensure that one resident with a his- 
tory of two suicide attempts had an ad- 
equate care plan to monitor the patient 
and provide adequate interventions to 
address “previous methods of attempt- 
ing self harm.” 

Then the letter stated that the hospi- 
tal “abated the immediate jeopardy on 
May 12, and has represented that it is 
attempting to enact an action plan to 
correct the regulatory violation.” 

“CMS initially endeavored to pro- 
vide Laguna Honda with its decision 
on the second extension request by 
May 8, as Laguna Honda requested. 
Laguna Honda’s immediate jeopardy 
violation, however, delayed CMS’s 
decision on this subject while CMS 
waited to receive reasonable assurance 
from Laguna Honda that the facility’s 
immediate jeopardy had been abated.” 

After receiving word of a third pause 
extension, Mayor London Breed tweet- 


ed “Laguna Honda Hospital is essential 
for taking care of some of our most vul- 
nerable residents. We’ve been working 
(for) months with state and federal 
partners to ensure the long-term suc- 
cess of this hospital. 

“IT want to thank CMS for their part- 
nership and for giving us time to con- 
tinue our work to keep this hospital 
open,” Breed wrote. 

The hospital is in District 7. The su- 
pervisor for that district, Myrna Mel- 
gar, has been leading efforts to prevent 
patient transfers and keep the Medicaid 
and Medicare money coming. 

“T am super relieved,” Melgar said. 
“T think that after (U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Xavier) 
Becerra came to Laguna Honda, we de- 
veloped a relationship with him, gained 
some trust and I think he was blown 
away when he toured Laguna Honda. 

“Tt didn’t meet what he had in his 
mind about a failing assisted living fa- 
cility,” she said. “So I think that after 
his visit there was a marked change in 
the communication, the attitude and the 
cooperation with the (California) State 
Department of Public Health (DPH). 

“And I also have to give kudos to the 
staff at Laguna Honda and the union 
because they busted their butts to do all 
of the things that we needed them to do 
... because they knew how much was 
at stake,” Melgar said. “We still have a 
long way to go. 

“But the more important part is that 
the families have some certainty. Can 
you imagine if your loved one was 
there and you’re thinking, ‘Oh my God, 
they might move my grandma and she 
might not be OK’? I mean that’s just 
terrible.” 

At an SF Board of Supervisors meet- 
ing on May 9, the hospital’s Interim 
CEO Roland Pickens explained that 
the settlement agreement requires CMS 


and the DPH to visit the hospital every 
90 days and do a monitoring survey. 

Roland said there have already been 
two such surveys and they expect an- 
other one sometime in May or June. 
They are hopeful they will have a suc- 
cessful third monitoring and will rely 
on the results of that survey to indicate 
that sufficient progress has been made 
and they should, at that point, consider 
submitting their application for recerti- 
fication. He estimated that should hap- 
pen sometime this summer. 

Also at that meeting was Dr. Mela- 
nie Grossman, president of the Old- 
er Women’s League San Francisco, 
claimed that the root cause of the cur- 
rent situation is systemic, regardless of 
hospital staff violations. 

“Laguna Honda got into trouble be- 
cause of the ‘flow project’ at San Fran- 
cisco General. These patients were dif- 
ficult to place and therefore they were 
sent to Laguna Honda,’ Grossman 
said. “Now Laguna Honda is in trouble 
and again, patients are very difficult to 
place. 

“The City for years has allowed our 
institutions, our hospitals to close their 
skilled nursing beds slowly but surely. 
People who cared about the elderly ob- 
jected but here we are ... we have very 
few skilled nursing beds in the City. 

Grossman emphasized the urgent 
need for skilled care. 

“We have our parks. We have our 
libraries. We have wonderful things in 
San Francisco, and we should definite- 
ly have them,” Grossman said. “But 
(skilled nursing beds) are for the old- 
est, the most vulnerable, the most im- 
poverished people in the City who have 
no place else to go, many of whom are 
women. We cannot allow Laguna Hon- 
da to close.” 
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Brian Quan 


The Impact of SF’s Housing Crisis 


Asian Heritage Month is a time I 
like to spend reflecting on how San 
Francisco and the Asian community 
have developed together during its 
long history. 

A place near Lands End that I’ve 
been going to for a long time to dwell 
on these matters is the USS San Fran- 
cisco Memorial. Reading the plaque 
there commemorating its history as a 
vital ship during World War IJ and its 
key role during the Battle of Guadal- 
canal always reminds me of the deep 
history San Francisco has as a port 
town and how we’ve been central to 
many of the changes that have taken 
place over the past few decades. 

The USS San Francisco Memorial 
always brings my mind back to the 
Merchant Marines and longshoremen 
who used to dominate a significant 
portion of our workforce and how 
many Asians were part of and sup- 
ported those industries. While the 
Chinese were some of the first to come 
here from Asia, the Filipino sailors 
and “Manong” farm workers made 
up a significant minority here in San 
Francisco. Chinatown and Japantown 
still exist, but the Manilatown that 
was centered around the International 
Hotel until the 1970s was a victim of 
the urban renewal and redevelopment 
of that era. The extended battle to 
preserve housing for the individuals 


Paul’s Hat Works 


Continued from page 1 


terials with stronger memory, so that 
they’ Il last longer.” 

She also mentions that the tools and 
knowledge have been collected since 
the beginning and are passed down 
from master to apprentice. She con- 
tinues to use the same equipment from 
prior generations, including the confor- 
mateur and the formillion, to measure 
the customer’s exact head shape. 

“It’s not very common to have the 
shape variety in (commercial hat 
stores). This is where shops like mine 
come in. We measure down to the mil- 
limeter,’ Dwelle says. 

However, Dwelle adds that this 
method has its drawbacks. As the mas- 
ter hatter, she has to work with her em- 
ployee and apprentice every step of the 
crafting process. 

“Custom-only hats are a lot of work, 
she said. “Every single hat comes with 
fittings, and specialty shapes and sizes, 
so they take longer to make.” 

The labor-intensive cycle requires 
a strict work schedule that is hard to 
orchestrate alongside the duties of a 
small business owner. The high invest- 
ment needed to produce every hat, cou- 
pled with pandemic pressure, declining 
demands and a smaller financial cush- 
ion, has required Dwelle to raise prices. 

“It’s one of the hardest things about 
running a small business,” she said. 
“T wish I could make hats for all price 
points, but it’s just not feasible.” 

Fortunately, the community has 
helped her get through these tough 
times. According to Dwelle, getting to 
know each customer’s story has been 
one of the most meaningful parts about 
running her business. Throughout her 
years of ownership, Dwelle has devel- 
oped strong ties with the Richmond 
District and is thankful for the neigh- 
borhood’s support. 

“Tt’s amazing how people want us to 
stay here, so they’re willing to pay the 
price.” Dwelle says, “When people buy 


” 


living at the International Hotel is a 
fight that still resonates today. 

As we begin to address the current 
challenges facing our neighborhood, 
we need to recognize the root cause 
that bleeds out to the symptoms we 
are seeing. Issues facing our business- 
es, transportation capacity, education 
funding and public safety are all 
impacted by our collective housing 
crisis. Not having built sufficient hous- 
ing on the west side of San Francisco 
and forcing development further away 
from our City has led to more and 
more of the work force we rely on to 
live outside of the neighborhood. This 
brings the double burden of enticing 
workers to come here with higher 
wages to offset their commute cost, 
but also not being connected with 
the community and understanding its 
nuances. Seeing your service workers, 
bus drivers, teachers, firefighters and 
police officers as part of the fabric 
of the community on their off hours 
builds a more resilient neighborhood. 
While we could attempt to build more 
teacher housing or first responder 
housing, the basic challenge of bring- 
ing more affordable housing to San 
Francisco is not an easy solution. 

Even during the last election in No- 
vember, the west side of the City has 
shown that it is not sold on the idea 
of affordable housing. While Prop. D 


my hats that I poured my blood, sweat 
and tears into, it really shows me that 
I’m not alone.” 

Looking back at the store’s history 
with the City, Dwelle marvels at the 
wonder this community has brought 
her. 

“T’m grateful for the support in help- 
ing keep this place open in the same 
place as it’s been,” Dwelle said. “Hav- 
ing someone come into your store and 
see all the love you put into something, 
and have them appreciate the material 
and technique, their gratitude and re- 
spect. It’s the best feeling ever.” 

Paul’s Hat Works is located at 6128 
Geary Blvd. For more information, go 
to hatworksbypaul.com or call 415- 
221-5332. 


To recommend a unique 
Richmond District business for a 
spotlight story, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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the month of June. 


and Prop. E were dueling measures 

to streamline affordable housing, the 
majority of precincts that voted “no” 
to both were on this side of the City, 
showing either confusion over the 
measures or more likely a well-earned 
skepticism with City Hall to offer 
substantive solutions. With decades 
of well-intentioned policies around 
permitting and zoning to prevent the 
excess of the previous eras’ urban 
renewal and redevelopment, it has 
unfortunately fed into the negative 
feedback loop of ever increasing hous- 
ing costs. This resistance to change is 
one that must be overcome if we want 
to be part of the solution to address 
our housing crisis. 

Here in San Francisco we are 
entering the latest cycle of the State 
Housing Element that is meant to ad- 
dress, remove, or mitigate governmen- 
tal and non-governmental constraints 
to housing production as part of a 
planned goal of producing 82,069 new 
units of housing. With Mayor London 
Breed and Supervisor Joel Engardio 
introducing legislation to streamline 
the process for housing production, we 
should encourage our representatives 
to support these efforts to help make 
it possible to get more of this housing 
built. From conversations I’ve been 
having, many are recognizing that we 
are in a housing crisis but don’t know 
how to be better informed on this 
complex topic and don’t know how to 
help out. 

In the Richmond District we are 
starting to finally see progress on 
affordable housing with the demolition 
of the former Ashley and McMullen 
Funeral Home at 4200 Geary Blvd. 
with 98 units to begin construction 
soon. Over my lifetime here, I’ve seen 


new apartment complexes go up from 
the senior housing at the site of the 

old Coronet Theater to the buildings 
replacing the gas stations that used to 
be on Geary and 33rd Avenue. How 
can we as a community identify sites 
to help do our part to address this need 
for housing? In our need to develop 
more housing in our neighborhood we 
should avoid the mistakes of ’70s era 
redevelopment that displaced residents 
and learn from when we originally 
developed the west side by displacing 
cemeteries to Colma. 

The happy ending for the west side 
can hopefully be foreshadowed by the 
outcome of the International Hotel. 
Through community action the site 
eventually became affordable senior 
housing. But this did not just happen 
without an engaged and informed 
electorate. We have to be aware of the 
consequences of not adapting to these 
changes in a timely manner. The best 
way to get involved is to learn from 
the groups that have been advocating 
for housing on the west side. The two 
major advocates for affordable hous- 
ing here in the Richmond District are 
Grow The Richmond (growtherich- 
mond.com), which I got involved with 
to support the Ferris Wheel in Golden 
Gate Park, and Richmond District 
Rising (facebook.com/richmonddis- 
trictrising), which supports tenants’ 
rights. 

Brian Quan is a Richmond District 
native, co-leader of Grow the Rich- 
mond, president of the Chinese Amer- 
ican Democratic Club, member of the 
Park Presidio-Sunset Lions Club and 
participant in monthly Refuse Refuse 
S.F. street clean-ups. 


= | 
Left: Abbie Dwelle is the owner and master hatter at Paul’s Hat 
Works. Right: A carved wooden head of a man smoking a cigar is a 
reminder of days from long ago. Photos by Clarisse Kim. 
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GGNRA, San Francisco’ S Natural Gem and U. S.’ 's National Jewel 


By Lana Krouzian 


The Golden Gate Nation- 
al Recreation Area (GGN- 
RA), established in 1972, was 
formed as part of a nationwide 
effort of the National Park Ser- 
vice (NPS) to include nature 
areas located within the vi- 
cinity of urban environments 
to bring nature closer to the 
people. 

With the presence of the 
GGNRA, the spectacular scen- 
ery of San Francisco, with its 
bay, ocean, coastline, hills 
and sky, is joined into a mag- 
nificent preserve, accessible 
to residents and visitors from 
all over the world. According 
to the latest statistical count 
by NPS, GGNRA welcomes 
approximately 17 million vis- 
itors per year, one of the high- 
est visitor rates in the country. 

“We believe that people 
need parks and parks need 
people,” said Frank Dean, first 
general superintendent of the 
GGNRA in 1972. 

Connecting people with na- 
ture requires the cooperative 
efforts of NPS, interpretive 
teams, trail building and main- 
tenance, habitat restoration, 
volunteer groups, historians, 
non-profit support and visitors 
themselves. 

The current focus of NPS is 
the development of Fort Point 
Historic Site and the southern 
areas, which include the south- 
erm Presidio, Fort Funston, 
Lands End, Sutro sites, Ocean 
Beach strip and lands extend- 
ing to southern San Mateo 
County. 

Among the innovative pro- 
grams initiated by NPS is the 
candlelight processions at Fort 
Point. Visitors gather at dusk 
inside the entranceway of the 
Fort Point Building. With each 
person carrying a lantern, a 
ranger accompanies the group 
through each level of the 
building, telling stories along 
the way. 

On the roof, visitors en- 
joy views of the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the San Francisco 
Bay. Normally held Novem- 
ber-March, these events start 
at dusk and last 90 minutes. 
Per visitor demand, the Can- 
dlelight Processions will con- 


Historical photo of the interior of Sutro Baths, with male bathers. Men and women 
wore the same outfit: tank top, trunks and skirt. Photo courtesy of OpenSFHistory 
Archive/Western Neighborhoods Project. 


tinue into the summer, two 
times per month on Saturdays. 
Ranger Alejandro Cruz is a 
well-informed interpretive 
guide on-site. 

Another innovative aspect is 
the Campfire Talks Program, 
held at the newly opened Tun- 
nel Tops site in the Presidio. At 
a recent Campfire Talk, Rang- 
er Xochitl Garibay tells the 
story of the “Lake Monster” of 
the Presidio and a story about 
a settler who learned indige- 
nous medicine. The rich array 
of stories that belong to ranger 
lore illustrate abundantly re- 
searched local history and pro- 
vide a valuable transmission of 
culture, both well-known and 
less known, for edification, 
enrichment and continuity into 
the future. As a knowledgeable 
interpreter, Garibay is a valu- 
able contributor to the folklore 
legacy. Talks are held daily at 
4 p.m., with a real fire in a fire 
ring, protected by iron grating. 

Erick Cortes, lead ranger 
of the Interpretive Program, 
speaks of the importance of a 
program that allows for dia- 
logue with the public. In this 
way, everyone has the chance 
to tell their story and to con- 
tribute to the cultural legacy. 

Angel Garcia, supervisory 
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ranger for Fort Point and the 
southern areas of the GGNRA, 
confirms that it is important to 
have history told in a fuller and 
broader way. The stories cover 
gaps and speak to everyone’s 
experience, allowing people to 
form a deeper connection with 
the place they visit and give 
them moments of life which 
they will remember. 

Garcia explains that their 
day starts at Fort Point, with a 
dispatch of rangers to various 
Presidio sites, including the 
Visitor’s Center, Crissy Field 
— which houses their offic- 
es — and to field development 
sites, such as Fort Funston. 
Being somewhat short-staffed 
during the spring months, NPS 
has hired seasonal staff to un- 
dertake the expanded program 
planned for the summer. 

The National Park Service 
is involved with the Parks 
Conservancy’s Roving Ranger 
van program, a mobile library 
serving as a public informa- 
tion resource. Further, NPS is 
creating a calendar which will 
include events at the Tunnel 
Tops, Fort Point, Lands End, 
Cliff House and other sites on 
the Ocean Beach strip. The 
Lands End Lookout store, 
built in 2012 and managed 
by the Parks Conservancy, a 
non-profit group that supports 
NPS, sells books, maps, sou- 
venirs, offers exhibits and is 
the starting point for walking 
tours. 

Currently, discussions are 
being held between Garcia 
and Nicole Meldahl, executive 
director of the Western Neigh- 
borhoods Project (WNP), on 
ways in which NPS and WNP 
will collaborate on exhibits 
and interpretive talks. The 
Western Neighborhoods Proj- 
ect works to collect artifacts 
relating to the history of the 
Ocean Beach strip, which in- 
cludes the Cliff House, Play- 
land at the Beach and other 
sites of historical value. The 
nonprofit also serves as a rich 
resource for photo archives of 
San Francisco’s history. 

In addition to the expan- 
sion of the interpretive pro- 
gram, Cortes also foresees 
further habitat restoration. 
An avid volunteer group at 
Sutro Heights, comprised of 
four people, has been devot- 


edly restoring natural habi- 
tat at the park, using native 
plants from the Presidio nurs- 
ery, which makes available to 
the volunteers all the plants 
which they need to replenish 
the area. Among the native 
flora are coyote brush, lupine, 
wild strawberry, red flower- 
ing currant, coffee berry and 
sticky monkey flower. Fauna 
includes the great blue heron, 
owls, hawks and bluebirds. 

“It’s better than therapy,” 
said Michelle, a regular NPS 
volunteer. She, along with the 
three others, joined the volun- 
teer group 2011. 

“Simply being out there, 
physically active, being in 
nature and contributing to it, 
gives balance, harmony and 
fulfillment,” she said. 

Others in her group said 
their motivation was the feel- 
ing of responsibility toward 
the nature that supports us. For 
this small senior-aged group, 
volunteer landscaping allows 
them the chance to fulfill their 
gardening passion. 

“The appreciation, the feed- 
back and the results of this ef- 
fort are what we would not get 
otherwise,” Michelle said. 

Tools and gloves are pro- 
vided to volunteers by NPS. 
Activities consist of mulching, 
weeding and planting. Volun- 
teers are given free reign for 
design and choice of plants. 
The one NPS landscape gar- 
dener at Sutro Heights has 
counted six trees that were 
broken during the recent wind- 


storms in March. After secur- 
ing safety around the trees, 
NPS will wait until after July 
to remove them, in respect for 
the current nesting season. 

John Martini, author of 
“Sutro’s Glass Palace,” tells 
the remarkable history of 
Adolph Sutro, a German im- 
migrant who earned his for- 
tune from the Comstock sil- 
ver mines in Nevada. Sutro’s 
dream was to build a recre- 
ational structure that would be 
greater than the Roman Baths, 
which would include bathing 
pools, terraces for dining and 
entertainment, unusual plants 
and exhibits consisting of 
mummies, taxidermy and cu- 
riosities from all parts of the 
world. 

The result of his dream was 
Sutro Baths, a place to swim, 
exercise, socialize, entertain 
and enjoy one’s free time in 
a model of extravagance. Vis- 
itors could take a steam en- 
gine train from downtown San 
Francisco to the ocean loca- 
tion for five cents. For an inex- 
pensive fee, a visitor could en- 
ter the baths, receive a bathing 
suit and towel, have access to 
a private changing room and a 
ticket that was pinned to their 
bathing suits to allow them to 
return to their lockers. 

Outfits were the same for 
men and women, during the 
Victorian era: tank top, trunks 
and a skirt. 

In addition to the extraordi- 
nary construction of the Baths 
structure itself, the founda- 
tional structure of the pools 
was a remarkable engineer- 
ing phenomenon, utilizing the 
ocean waves and tides through 
a system of tunnels and con- 
duits that brought in ocean 
water to be used in the pools. 

In 1966, the closed Sutro 
Baths burned to the ground by 
an act of arson. 

“I remember as a 15-year- 
old boy, being stuck in traf- 
fic along the Great Highway, 
hearing people around me say- 
ing that the Sutro Baths were 
burning,” Martini said. “They 
knew it was arson and had a 
substantial suspect, but they 
could not prove it beyond a 
reasonable doubt.” 

Martini is a retired ranger, 
historian and consultant. His 
family members were native 
Californians since the mid- 
1800s. 

For more information, go 
to nps.gov, parksconservan- 
cy.org, outsidelands.org and 
Johnamartini.com. 


John Martini, author of “Sutro’s Glass Palace,” is a re- 
tired ranger, historian and consultant. Courtesy photo. 
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‘Then and Now’: Point Lobos 


Left: The view south on Point Lobos Avenue toward Ocean Beach in 1959. The third Cliff House at right. Photo courtesy of a private 
collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: The Cliff House is still shuttered since the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
its closure. The Lurline Pier is long gone, demolished in 1966. It provided salt water for the Lurline Baths at the corner of Bush and 
Larkin streets and the Olympic Club, as well as other smaller baths. The Olympic Water Company, founded in 1892, pumped sea water 
through a pipe almost four miles long down what is now Geary Boulevard. Photo by Michael Durand. 
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Helping the Homeless 


We see it all too often: An unhoused 
neighbor in crisis. The San Francisco 
Police Department responds to tens of 
thousands of such calls each year. At 
a recent Police Commission meeting, 
Chris Herring, a sociology professor 
at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, said the practice is costly 
and frequently results in harm for our 
City’s most vulnerable. 

It’s a job the police department 
would be happy to offload. 

“Police officers and (Department of 
Public Works) workers were in wide 
consensus that the approach was not 
effective, and many found the work 
demeaning and demoralizing,” Her- 
ring informed police commissioners. 

To that end, SF Mayor London 
Breed formed a steering committee 
under the oversight of the City’s 
Human Rights Commission to identify 
alternatives to a police response to 
non-violent 911 and 311 calls. One 
of the proposals suggested by home- 
less advocates was CART, short for 
Compassionate Alternative Response 
Team, a more effective answer to 
resolving conflict on city streets. 

Nearly a year ago, the SF Board 
of Supervisors voted unanimously to 
pilot CART. The program had won 
a broad level of support from mer- 


China Beach 


Continued from page 1 


er federal sources. 

The first phase will renovate the in- 
frastructure of the beach area, includ- 
ing work by the Public Utilities Com- 
mission to upgrade sewer facilities at 
the site. 

The retaining wall that holds up the 
parking lot above it will also be done 
with a new technique that enables the 
wall to be supported in place and up- 
dated without tearing it out. 

“A big part of this project is to main- 
tain the beach and the experience it 
provides for future generations and so 
to that end we are working to rehab the 
retaining wall and also the access that 
goes down to the beach,” NPS spokes- 
person Julian Espinoza said. 

“In general, the project focuses on 
improving existing infrastructure rath- 
er than making any new additions or 
new buildings,” he said. 

Because of the steep descent from 
the street and parking area to the sand, 
the level of the parking lot will be 
raised and a visitor plaza installed on 
that level, with seating and interpretive 
signs included. 

“One area we really focused on is 
creating an accessible experience is at 
the street level,’ Mooney said. “Be- 
cause of China Beach’s steep grades 
we’re not able to provide a fully ac- 
cessible experience, but we did want 
visitors with mobility limitations to 
be able to enjoy the site, to learn more 
about China Beach and to learn more 
about its history, so we will have an ac- 
cessible visitor plaza area at the street 
level.” 

The second phase will include a 


chants, neighborhood groups and first 
responders. However, Mayor Breed 
has staunchly refused to fund it, taking 
the $3 million allocated by the board 
and handing it to Urban Alchemy, a 
program mired in controversy. It faces 
multiple lawsuits for sexual harass- 
ment and for moving people without 
cause. 

Supporters are now calling for the 
program to receive $6.8 million in 
the upcoming budget, the amount 
required to fully fund the program and 
a fraction of the $600 million the City 
spends each year on policing. 

CART is a tried and tested program 
modeled after CAHOOTS, short for 
Crisis Assistance Helping Out on 
the Streets in Eugene, Oregon. For 
more than 30 years, CAHOOTS has 
dispatched outreach workers to assist 
those experiencing drug or mental 
health emergencies. Highly trained 
CAHOOTS teams offered on-the-spot 
counseling and service referrals to 
those in crisis at a cost of less than 2% 
of the Eugene Police Department’s 
yearly budget. 

Like CAHOOTS, well-trained and 
professionally paid CART teams 
would respond to 911 and 311 calls, 
offering a range of services including 
conflict mediation and first-aid, as 


i 


well as referrals for mental health and 
substance abuse counseling. 

“The idea is to have very extensive- 
ly trained and well-paid peer teams 
that look like and are of the com- 
munity,” said Jennifer Friedenbach, 
executive director of the Coalition of 
Homelessness. Among team members 
would be unhoused people them- 
selves. 

CART would complement exist- 
ing homeless outreach programs like 
Mayor Breed’s Street Crisis Response 
Teams (SCRT), designed to ease the 
burdens placed on public services like 
San Francisco General Hospital, the 
Fire Department and the SFPD by 
about 100 high-needs individuals. 

The Street Crisis Response Team 
was designed to respond to medi- 
cal emergencies. CART’s aim is to 
respond to a range of conflicts that 
occur on the streets, like those that 
often occur between the housed and 
unhoused. For example, a CART team 
member, skilled at conflict medication, 
could encourage an unhoused person 
to leave a doorway (or other piece of 
private property). The conflict, be- 
tween housed and unhoused, could be 
resolved without the need for a police 
intervention. 

Vinnie Eng is one of CART’s tire- 
less advocates. Eng had been a rising 
star in San Francisco’s competitive 
restaurant industry when his life was 
forever changed by personal trage- 
dy. In 2012, Eng’s sister, Jazmyne, a 
Cambodian refugee suffering from 
schizophrenia, was killed by police 
officers while she waited for treatment 
at a Los Angeles mental health clinic. 
Jazmyne, a tiny woman “armed” with 


a small hammer, was shot twice by po- 
lice officer. In minutes, she was dead. 
After losing his sister, Eng threw 
himself into advocacy work on behalf 

of the mentally ill. Seven years later, 
he walked away from a glamorous job 
as general manager and wine director 
of Tartine Manufactory to devote him- 
self full-time to political activism. 

Eng says police interventions all too 
frequently end in violence — and even 
death — for those in distress. Experts 
agree. 

“Cops across the country have 
homeless units,” said Paul Boden, the 
executive director of the not-for-profit 
Western Regional Advocacy Proj- 

ct. “Why? Not to protect homeless 
people. You’re not trying to mitigate 
homelessness. You’re trying to miti- 
gate the presence of homelessness.” 

San Francisco has seen an alarm- 
ing rise in the number of attacks on 
unhoused residents. A North Beach 
gallery owner was recently caught on 
camera hosing down an elderly black 
woman. A Marina man was filmed 
attacking homeless people with bear 
spray. It’s not hard to see how these 
incidents can end in lasting harm. As 
they consider the many requests for 
funding during the upcoming bud- 
geting process, Mayor Breed and the 
Board of Supervisors should make 
CART among its top priorities. 

Julie Pitta is a member of the ex- 
ecutive board of the Berniecrats. She 
is a former senior editor for Forbes 
Magazine and staff writer for the Los 
Angeles Times. Email: julie pitta@ 
gmail.com. Twitter: @juliepitta. 


People frolic on Ghar Beach under the bath house that is achodilledt to be reriowated’ in the next eoupie 
of years. Photo by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


complete renovation of the bath house 
and its roof deck, bringing back some 
of the amenities that were available 
to visitors when it first opened in the 
1950s, including lockers, showers, re- 
strooms and changing rooms, plus new 
facilities for the NPS Ocean Rescue 
team life guard room. 

Mooney said they undertook a feasi- 
bility study in 2017 to consider rehabil- 
itation versus demolition and decided, 
given it is a historic resource, that they 
want to go with rehabilitation. 

The National Park Service deter- 
mined that it was a historic resource 
in consultation with a California State 
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preservation officer. 

The picnic area will also get a make- 
over with new tables and barbeque pits, 
Mooney elaborated. 

As for the palm trees there, their 
ultimate fate has yet to be determined 
because of how close they are to the re- 
taining walls. 

“We will do our best to retain as 
many trees as possible throughout con- 
struction. If we were to lose any trees, 
we’ll look to replace them,” she said. 
“Given how close they are to the retain- 
ing walls, we do anticipate that we’ll 
need to replace a few post construction, 
but we definitely plan to replace them.” 

As for its history, it was officially 
named the James D. Phelan Memorial 
Beach State Park after the State of Cal- 
ifornia bought the beach in 1933. Phel- 
an was the 25th mayor of San Francis- 
co from 1897 to 1902. Prior to that, the 
locals called it either China Beach or 
China Cove. 

According to NPS, Chinese immi- 
grant camps were common around Bay 


Area beaches, although no evidence 
specifically points to China Beach as a 
camp. Possibly the beach was used as a 
launch site for Chinese fishing vessels. 

But the Phelan name attached to this 
beach was a problem. 

At the time, anti-Chinese clubs were 
established, and political candidates 
often promoted anti-Asian platforms, 
including Phelan. 

In 1974, the National Park Ser- 
vice took over running the beach and 
changed the name back to China Beach. 

“China Beach had been known by 
that name for a long time before it be- 
came James Phelan Memorial Beach 
State Park,” Espinoza said. “So when 
the National Park Service became its 
owner, it reverted the name to China 
Beach in honor of its earlier history.” 

In 1982 Chinese Americans had a 
monument erected to commemorate 
the Chinese fishermen who worked 
in and around the San Francisco Bay, 
which still stands today. 
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Michael Durand 


If you haven’t had the opportunity 
to attend a “meet the editor” session 
yet at the One Richmond office (held 
every second Wednesday, 1-2:30 p.m. 
at 802 Clement St.), you’ll have your 
chance at a special event. 

I will be attending One Richmond’s 
Summer Kick Off event on Sunday, 
June 11, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Rich- 
mond Recreation Center, 251 18th 
Ave. It is really fun to meet my neigh- 
bors, share information and ideas, and 
learn more about the great people in 
our community. 

At a recent “meet the editor” 
session, I was visited by Kelly Low, 

a “yarn bomber” who is a massively 
creative producer of amazing knit- 
ting and crocheting projects. Kelly 
presented me with an extraordinarily 
unique gift. She took the time to plan 
out and knit together a series of yarn 


squares to spell out the names of our 
two newspapers — Richmond Review 
and Sunset Beacon — in braille. 
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Thank you very much, Kelly, for 
the thoughtful and absolutely beautiful 
work of art. 

Learn more about the craft at Face- 
book: SF Richmond Yarn Buddies and 


“Richmond Review” and “Sunset Beacon” in 1 braille. 


Kelly Low. 


Instagram: @SFRichmond YarnBud- 
dies. 
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‘The Tudors: Art and Majesty in Renaissance England’ at Legion 


By Noma Faingold 


Martin Chapman, curator in charge 
of European Decorative Arts and 
Sculpture at the Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco (FAMSF), describes 
England’s Tudor dynasty, which only 
ruled for three generations (1485 to 
1603), as “ambitious, ruthless, vision- 
ary and utterly magnificent.” 

Sounds intriguing enough to bring 
the art exhibit, “The Tudors: Art and 
Majesty in Renaissance England,” to 
San Francisco’s Legion of Honor, June 
24 to Sept. 24. 

It is the third U.S. stop, and the only 
museum on the West Coast to mount 
the show, following its debut at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York City (Oct. 10, 2022-Jan. 8, 2023) 
and at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(Feb. 26-May 14). 

“It’s the first and only opportunity 
to see these magnificent works of art,” 
said Chapman. “You'll probably never 
see them again.” 

The Tudors used art as a way to pres- 
ent opulence and display power. Art 
also became a visual propaganda tool. 

“It helped establish their authority,” 
Chapman said. 

The exhibit has assembled paintings, 
precious jewels, rich tapestries and 
rare artifacts from around the world 
“to bring the Tudor dynasty vividly to 
life,” said Thomas P. Campbell, direc- 
tor and CEO of FAMSF. 

It was Campbell’s idea to uniquely 
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Queen Elizabeth L. Artist: Crispijn 
de Passe the Elder, 1592 engrav- 
ing. Courtesy of The Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art, New York. 


arrange the San Francisco exhibit in 
chronological order, by monarch (re- 
flecting their tastes and personalities). 

“It’s easier for people to understand. 
It also works best with the way our gal- 
leries are laid out,’ Chapman said. 

From King Henry VII’s seizing of 
the English throne in 1485, to the death 
of his granddaughter Queen Elizabeth I 
in 1603, the exhibition focuses on the 
evolution of the arts under the Tudors. 

The Legion will have an additional 
20 pieces in the show (exceeding the 
90 displayed in Cleveland), including 
five works from the museum’s own 
collection. Chapman, who is origi- 
nally from London and has been with 
FAMSF for 17 years, spent the last five 
years focused on bringing the Tudors 
exhibit here. 

“That’s standard. But the pandemic 
did slow us down,” he said. “When you 
are dealing with loans from all over the 
world, it takes a lot of negotiation and 
diplomacy.” 

Among the most impressive pieces 
is an imposing, full-length portrait of 
Henry VIII by German painter Hans 
Holbein the Younger (one of the most 
successful portraitists of the 16th cen- 
tury), borrowed from the collection at 
the National Gallery of Ancient Art in 
Palazzo Barberini, Rome. “It shows a 
measure of strength,’ Chapman said. 
“He’s in a gorgeous costume with 
slashed sleeves and jeweled rings on 
his fingers. It’s an image of power and 
magnificence.” 

Tapestries were an important art form 
in the Tudor court, especially under 
Henry VUI (who owned 2,500). They 
were the most expensive art at the time. 
His many palaces were furnished with 
the creations. The Legion will have 
three tapestries represented. Woven 
with gold and silver thread, the sophis- 
ticated, vibrantly colored art adorning 
palace walls, “glistened by candlelight 
at night,” said Chapman, who has orga- 
nized numerous exhibitions at FAMSF, 
including “Marie-Antoinette and the 
Petite Trianon at Versailles” (2007-08) 
and “East Meets West: Jewels of the 
Maharajas from The AI Thani Collec- 
tion” (2018-19). 

Another House of Tudor portrait (an 
engraving) by Crispijn de Passe the 
Elder, is of Elizabeth I, known as the 
“Virgin Queen,” who reigned over En- 
gland and Ireland from 1533 until her 
death in 1603. 

“She is shown as an ageless beau- 
ty,’ Chapman said. “The pearls on her 
dress symbolize purity.” 
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Hans Holbein fie Younger’s portrait of | nen VIL. Image courtesy of 
Gallerie Nazionali di Arte Antica, Rome. 


Campbell is counting on the Ameri- 
can fascination with the Tudor dynasty 
to expand from movies — like, “Eliz- 
abeth” (1998) and its sequel, “Eliza- 
beth: The Golden Age” (2007), and the 
Showtime series, “The Tudors” (2007- 
2010) — to a museum audience. 

“Few may be aware of the distinc- 
tive art and visual propaganda that was 


central to the splendor and drama of the 
Tudor court,” Campbell said. 

“The Tudors: Art and Majesty in 
Renaissance England” will be on view 
from June 24 through Sept. 24, at the 
Legion of Honor, 100 34th Ave., San 
Francisco. Learn more at famsf.org/ 
exhibitions/tudors. 
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The Lewknor Armorial Table Carpet, Artist: Unidentified, 1564 
Wool, silk (22-24 warps per inch, 7-9 per cm.) 92 3/4 x 197 in. (235.585 
x 500.38 cm). Courtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 
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Western Neighborhoods Project: ‘Does Anyone Want a Totem Pole?’ 


By Erin Bank 


Towering 58 feet above 
Point Lobos Avenue, just south 
of the building that housed the 
former Cliff House restaurant, 
a weather-beaten totem pole 
stands sentinel over the waves 
crashing onto Seal Rocks be- 
low. 

The totem pole is usually 
not the reason people come to 
San Francisco’s west side, but 
if Nicole Meldahl, executive 
director of the Western Neigh- 
borhoods Project (WNP), has 
her way, it could serve as a 
beacon for the history of the 
area. 

People have been drawn to 
the northern reaches of Ocean 
Beach for myriad reasons over 
time. The Cliff House building 
has been there, in one form 
or another — punctuated by 
multiple fires — since 1863. 
The Sutro Baths, still visible 
in ruins, opened in 1896 but 
was eventually demolished 
in 1966. The namesake of the 
baths, Adolph Sutro, bought 
the Cliff House in 1881 and 
lived in the cliffs above, on an 
estate and gardens that slowly 
declined until the late 1930s 
before becoming a park. And 
of course, there is the land- 
scape itself: Point Lobos and 
Lands End drop into the ocean 
over rugged cliffs, perfect for 
whale watching, birding and 
sunset viewing. 

In the 1930s and onward, 
many of the reasons people 
visited this part of the City, 
still bordered by dunes and 
dirt roads, had to do with 
George Whitney. In 1926, he 
and his brother took over man- 
agement of the collection of 
amusement rides that would 
become Playland at the Beach. 
Whitney bought the Cliff 
House in 1937, and quickly 
built up the surrounding area. 
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The totem pole next to the Cliff House in this 1966 photo has been a fixture at 
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this popular attraction for tourists and locals since the 1940s. It has been moved, 
dismantled and faded, but still stands in this location. Photo courtesy of a private 
collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. 


Soon, concessions  includ- 
ing the ““World’s Largest Gift 
Shop” and the Camera Obscu- 
ra, which still stands today, 
were constructed. 

“He made the west side a 
destination place,’ Meldahl 
said. 

In 1948, Whitney commis- 
sioned a totem pole from artist 
Chief Mathias Joe Capilano 
from the Squamish Nation in 
British Columbia. The original 
totem pole, which was carved 
to represent members of the 
Whitney family, was erected 
just north of the Cliff House. 
At some point in the 1950s, 
the totem pole was broken 
into two pieces, both of which 
were relocated to the other 
side of the Cliff House. The 
lower piece somewhat myste- 
riously disappeared in 2000, 
but the other piece remains in 
the same location. Its paint is 
faded, but the multi-colored 


characters extend into the sky, 
teeth bared and eyes bulging. 
By the 1970s, however, 
Playland and the Sutro Baths 
had been demolished. The Na- 
tional Park Service (NPS) ac- 
quired the Cliff House in 1977 
when it, and the surrounding 
land, became part of the Gold- 
en Gate National Recreation 
Area. The first concession- 
aire of the NPS-owned Cliff 
House was the Hountalas fam- 
ily — Greek immigrants who 
started out as peanut vendors. 
They kept many artifacts from 
Playland and the Sutro Baths 
in the building and kept the to- 
tem pole on the site. They had 
several auctions over the years 
to clear up space, and most of 
the items went into private col- 
lections. The last of these auc- 
tions occurred in 2021, after 
the NPS did not renew its con- 
tract with the Hountalas fami- 
ly and closed the Cliff House 


restaurant. 

The Western Neighborhoods 
Project, a local nonprofit ded- 
icated to the history of west- 
ern San Francisco, was ready. 
It raised more than $150,000 
to preserve as many items as 
it could, including the totem 
pole. The problem is, they do 
not own the land on which it 
stands. 

Following the auction, the 
WNP used the vacant Cliff 
House building as a temporary 
museum to exhibit the pieces, 
then moved everything to its 
office on Balboa Street. Every- 
thing, that is, except the totem 
pole. 

Although Meldahl - said 
NPS has been sympathetic to 
the conundrum of moving a to- 
tem pole, they do want it gone. 

“We got an eviction notice,” 
she said. 

She has been searching for 
a proper home. The trouble 


is, San Francisco doesn’t have 
a single umbrella entity that 
is responsible for collecting, 
storing, and exhibiting local 
historical artifacts. This means 
many pieces sit in private 
collections and aren’t always 
accessible to the general pub- 
lic. Meldahl and the WNP has 
essentially been going door 
to door to ask local arts and 
history groups, or even local 
businesses along the Great 
Highway, if they want a totem 
pole. 

“They all respectfully de- 
clined,” Meldahl said. 

There is also the issue of 
the fact this is a piece of art 
from an Indigenous artist, al- 
beit commissioned by a white 
person and from a member of 
a First Nation that did not call 
this region home. The WNP 
has reached out to the Ameri- 
can Indian Cultural District to 
ensure any historical interpre- 
tation is done with sensitivity. 

“This shouldn’t be a pain 
point for anyone,’ Meldahl 
said. 

Although the NPS initially 
said the piece didn’t have his- 
torical value, Meldahl is hope- 
ful that a new interpretive plan 
can be put into place — one that 
can center the history of the 
area on the totem pole. 

It is also rumored that a new 
tenant for the building has been 
selected. Meldahl’s vision is to 
include ways to highlight the 
role of indigenous peoples, the 
Whitney family, and the fami- 
lies like the Hountalases who 
ran concessions, in the history 
of the west side of San Fran- 
Cisco. 

What can western residents 
do to help? 

“Tell us (WNP) what you 
think is important,” Meldahl 
said. “Also, does anyone want 
a totem pole?” 
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ing spaces troubles many in 
that area. Since the SFPUC’s 
project won’t start until 2025, 
they think it is premature ei- 
ther way. 

“What’s the urgency?” asked 
former District 1 Supervisor 
Sandra Lee Fewer. “Geary 
Boulevard, that section, was 
hard hit during the pandemic. 
Many of the businesses have 
not recovered and it has been 
plagued by empty storefronts. 
We’re just beginning to see 
some new businesses come in 
and it’s very promising for the 
Geary corridor there. 

“So, we want to also be 
able to give those businesses 
a chance to set a foundation, 
to actually start a clientele and 
build up their businesses be- 
fore the sewer project,” Fewer 
said. 

One of those new business- 
es is Que Chulada, a Mexican 
restaurant run by a couple. It 
has been open for about a year. 

“T hope it doesn’t affect our 
business because we’re just 
starting,” co-owner Maritza 
Castillo said. “I think it will 
affect our business because 
people already complain 
about parking spots, especially 
down Geary. Especially on the 
weekends, there’s never any 


parking. People don’t want to 
come into a business if there’s 
no parking. Where are they go- 
ing to park? 

“A lot of people come in 
that are tourists,’ she said. 
“They don’t want to deal with 
that. That’s where most of my 
customers come in from and 
they have cars. So that’s where 
we’re losing money because 
tourists come in and say, ‘Hey, 
there’s no parking. I’m not 
parking here.’” 

“Locals can come in and 
walk. Tourists can’t, so I’m 
losing money on the week- 
ends,” Castillo said. 

The agency cites safety 
concerns as the reason why 
this needs to be done as soon 
as possible, describing it as 
a high-injury corridor and 
claiming that an average of 
one pedestrian each month is 
injured in a traffic collision in 
this area. 

As for why the angled park- 
ing must be converted to par- 
allel parking in the first place, 
the agency’s Project Manager 
Liz Brisson said the coming 
sewer replacement project 
makes it necessary to convert 
the parking before that starts. 

“When you do construc- 
tion, you need to close a lane 
to have a work zone but then 
you need to keep two lanes 
open for travel,” Brisson said. 
“Right now, in that segment of 


Maritza Castillo opened the M 
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exican restaurant Que 


Chulada on Geary Boulevard a year ago and said she 
is concerned that the removal of angled parking in 
front of her establishment will make it more difficult 
to stay in business. Photo by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


the corridor there is currently 
travel lanes plus angled park- 
ing. If we hadn’t converted 
the angled parking to parallel, 
there’d be times when we’d 
need to remove all of the park- 
ing on that block for the work 
zone or to have turned that into 
one of the two travel lanes that 
can move forward. 

“If we convert the angled 
parking to parallel parking, 
then we’ ve created three travel 
lanes, so we can work around 
the parking loss. We actually 
are able to mitigate parking 
loss during construction by do- 
ing it first,” Brisson explained. 

Kevin Chu of Dragon Bo 
restaurant is also concerned 
about the parking issue, espe- 
cially because a lot of his busi- 
ness is delivery, which means 
drivers need to find parking 
quickly. 


“We do a lot of takeout or- 
ders,” Chu said. “Uber drivers, 
they need parking. Doordash 
drivers, they need parking. Ev- 
erybody needs parking. All the 
drivers need to look for park- 
ing. 

“Whenever they need to 
pick up the orders, they can’t 
just drive around. They pick 
up the order really late. They 
send to the customer really 
late. Then who else will be or- 
dering from the Richmond?” 

But it’s not just restaurants 
and other businesses that may 
be affected. Victor Collaco of 
the Russian Orthodox church 
Holy Virgin Cathedral said 
that because it is the western 
American diocese headquar- 
ters, people from all over the 
Bay Area come there, mostly 
by driving. 

“We draw (parishioners) 


from all nine Bay Area coun- 
ties. People come here because 
it is the center where our bish- 
op resides,” Collaco said. “We 
feel that our parishioners are 
not going to come to church 
and that’s a loss. That’s a huge 
loss, so the impact of all that 
is a potential loss in terms of 
attendance, and obviously do- 
nations to the church.” 

Critics also note that since 
the pandemic, ridership on 
Muni’s 38-Geary and 38-Rap- 
id buses is down from 56,000 
passengers per day to 36,000 
now, which the agency admits. 

But this could also be seen 
as another reason to improve 
bus travel times and hopefully 
boost those numbers. 

“We need to improve the 
performance of the 38 and 
38-Rapid bus,” Brisson said. 
“(This section of Geary) is the 
portion where there’s a gap in 
bus lanes and it is not an un- 
common occurrence for the 
bus to get stuck behind cars in 
that segment of the line. That 
means the bus travels more 
slowly and also can just end 
up with what we call a gap in 
service where there’s going to 
be a longer gap between two 
buses.” 

Although there has been an 
overall drop in ridership to the 
downtown area, she emphasiz- 
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Additional Concert Following Outside Lands Proposed for GG Park 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The Outside Lands music festival 
might spawn a mini-festival in Gold- 
en Gate Park; the Recreation and Park 
Commission unanimously approved a 
permit for Another Planet Entertain- 
ment (APE) to host concerts there the 
following weekend. 

That is, if new contracts get approved 
by the San Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors — three members have already sent 
the commission letters questioning 
the extension of concerts through the 
month of August. 

The department expects a second 
weekend of concerts at the Polo Field 
in August will bring in an additional 
$1.4 million in revenue for two more 
days and another $700,000 for a third 
day, totaling $2.1 million. 

According to Antonio Guerra, direc- 
tor of administration and finance for 
the Recreation and Park Department, 
the latest projections estimate the City 
is now facing a $779.8 million shortfall 
over the next two years. 

Guerra said that next year’s salary 
and fringe benefit cost for the depart- 
ment will increase by $7.5 million. 

The additional concerts would be 
held two or three days on the weekend 
following Outside Lands in August: 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 2 
p.m. to 10 p.m. each day. 

The proposed concert permit would 
be for three years, starting in 2024 and 
would feature one main stage at the 
western end of the Polo Field, using the 
same stage from Outside Lands, with 
possibly a second smaller stage on the 
eastern end. This allows some of the 
infrastructure from the previous week- 
end to be used and only one load in and 
load out of equipment there would be 
necessary for both events. 

Attendance would be limited to 
65,000 people per day, as opposed 
to Outside Lands, which is capped at 
75,000 per day. 

JFK Drive would be closed from 
Transverse Drive to Chain of Lakes 
Drive, starting on the Thursday prior 
to the concert at 6 p.m. through to the 
following Monday at 6 a.m., although 
Chain of Lakes Drive would be open 
for the duration through the park. 

District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan, 
however, is not a fan of more concerts 
there. 

“Given the fact that the current Out- 
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Patreon Account 

We are also very grateful to our 
community-minded neighbors who 
signed up on our Patreon page to lend 
financial support for our neighborhood 
newspaper. Thank you sincerely. 

We are just getting started. So far, 
significantly less than 1% of our read- 
ers are contributing. If you love the 
paper and want to see it stay healthy 
and substantial, please consider join- 
ing as a patron. There is a QR code 
on page 2, or you can log on using the 
link on our website: RichmondSunset- 
News.com. 

We have some cool merchandise 
(a.k.a. swag) that we will be delivering 
to our patrons this month. I’1l be send- 
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Thousands of music fans filled the Polo Field at the 2022 Outside 


Lands Music and Arts Festival. Rec. and Park unanimously approved 
a proposal to allow additional concerts the following weekend. Photo 


by Michael Durand. 


side Lands concert series already im- 
poses the park closure for two weeks, 
every year, the additional concert series 
will increase the park closure to the 
entire month of August,” Chan stated 
in her letter. “The traffic, public tran- 
sit and neighborhood impact on our 
communities, especially families with 
school-age children, will be significant 
as most schools — public and private 
— begin sometime in August. Golden 
Gate Park is not the most ideal location 
for additional concert series to Outside 
Lands. 

“While my colleagues, supervisors 
Myrna Melgar, Joel Engardio, and I 
support the partnership with (APE) for 
additional concert series in our City, 
together we sincerely urge you to re- 
consider the location for this permit 
and explore locations that can be most 
helpful to our local economic recovery, 
especially for our struggling down- 
town.” 

District 4 Supervisor Joel Engardio 
also sent a letter to the commission 
expressing reservations about the addi- 
tional concerts. 

“Events of this magnitude create lo- 
gistic and accessibility challenges for 
nearby communities,” Engardio stated 
in his letter. “That’s why the City re- 
quires Another Planet Entertainment 
to allocate monies towards a commu- 
nity benefits fund, dedicated to District 
1 and District 4. Should RPD permit 


ing out an email asking for a delivery 
address and will present the items and 
thank the supporters personally. I’m 
looking forward to it. 

Notice to those who contributed to 
the Nourish You Neighborhood News- 
paper campaign: send me an email if 
you would like me to deliver gifts to 
you, too. 

Happy summer, everyone. 

Michael Durand is the editor and 
publisher of the Richmond Review and 
Sunset Beacon newspapers and the 


Right: Michael Durand, editor of the Richmond Review, 
in a totally-not-posed photo showing the new Richmond 
Review coffee cup and “Proud sponsor of my neighbor- 
hood newspaper” Richmond Review long-sleeve T-shirt. 
The gifts will go to those who signed up for the newspa- 
per’s Patreon campaign. (Expect delivery in the middle of 
June.) Instagram photo by Rozie Wong Gillies. 


these additional weekend concerts, An- 
other Planet Entertainment should be 
required to provide additional commu- 
nity benefit funds to help offset neigh- 
borhood event impacts. 

“Large-scale, multi-day events like 
Outside Lands create a significant 
strain on City resources and department 
operations. Impacts to residents, traffic 
circulation, public transit and public 
safety can all be successfully mitigat- 
ed with proper planning and prepara- 
tion,” he further stated. “However, I 
have not received any assurances that 
City departments directly affected by 
Another Planet Entertainment’s pro- 
posal, including MTA, fire, and police, 
were afforded the opportunity to eval- 
uate the terms of the permit agreement. 
Rec. and Park’s financial gain should 
not come at the expense of other City 
departments.” 

Engardio also prefers having the ex- 
tra concert where he believes it will do 
the most good. 

“This concert proposal appears to be 
hastily prepared for mitigating west- 
side neighborhood concerns. Has there 
been any consideration to having the 
additional concerts downtown, which 
needs events to draw people back?” he 
added. 

And a third letter to the commis- 
sion from District 3 Supervisor Aaron 
Peskin, who represents the downtown 
area, fully supported moving any addi- 


RichmondSunsetNews. 
com website. He can be 
reached at Editor@ Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com. 


tional concerts over to the east side of 
the City. 

“Investing in our downtown area 
would greatly benefit the City, and the 
partnership with Another Planet Enter- 
tainment in the downtown area would 
be most welcome,” Peskin stated in his 
letter. “This is an excellent opportuni- 
ty to utilize downtown venues, such as 
Union Square, Embarcadero Plaza, and 
Civic Center Plaza. 

“Downtown San Francisco offers 
numerous advantages: Its central loca- 
tion and accessibility make it an ideal 
choice for hosting large-scale events 
that draw diverse audiences. The prox- 
imity to a multitude of public transpor- 
tation options, such as BART, ensures 
easy travel for concertgoers while min- 
imizing traffic congestion. 

“I strongly urge you to consider the 
potential of Downtown San Francisco 
as the location for these additional con- 
certs,” Peskin said. 

But Rec. and Park’s General Man- 
ager Phil Ginsburg countered that the 
convenience of using the same stage 
areas in the Polo Field left over from 
Outside Lands is a good argument for 
keeping the extra concerts there. 

“The key thing here is infrastructure 
and what makes this agreement pos- 
sible is the pre-existence of the infra- 
structure,” Ginsburg said. “And some 
of the spaces that were referenced, 
Union Square for example, can’t really 
accommodate what we hope will be the 
size of the audience in that space.” 

Dr. Devorah Joseph is involved with 
the Friends of Cabrillo Playground, 
which is located between Fulton and 
Cabrillo streets and between 38th and 
39th avenues. 

“So as you can see, we are at the 
epicenter of Outside Lands when it 
happens. It’s the traffic; it’s the trash; 
it’s the noise; it’s a lot to deal with,” 
she said. “This proposal, which would 
extend it, means that more or less the 
park is going to be closed for the entire 
month of August. 

“Now, I’m somebody who walks the 
Polo Field every single day, so that’s a 
month that my neighbors and I don’t 
have. We suggest you look for another 
venue,” she said. “You’re asking too 
much of our neighborhoods, both the 
Outer Richmond and the Outer Sunset. 
And I’m questioning, what do we get 
for it?” 


Quick Build 


Continued from page 18 


es that this is a “workhorse” bus line 
that serves other areas as well. 

“Over half the trips right now are 
traveling between two destinations out- 
side of downtown,” she said. “There 
are numerous medical centers, there 
are grocery stores; there are different 
neighborhoods. It’s really a line that’s 


still seeing a lot of use. Some people 
continue to commute downtown, even 
though it’s less. But all of that together 
means it’s still a very important line for 
us to improve.” 

Brisson also said the new bus lanes 
would be for Muni and taxis only, not 
for private buses. 

Yet another option is also on the ta- 
ble. 

“In response to merchant concerns 
about parking, we will also present 


a Delayed Transit Lane Option to the 
SFMTA Board, which would direct 
staff to delay implementation of some 
transit lanes until the start of SFPUC 
water and sewer construction in 2025,” 
Brisson said. “This would retain about 
18 parking spots for about a year and a 
half. Note that only about 30% of the 
total project parking loss is due to the 
new transit lanes; another 30% would 
be to lengthen substandard bus stops 
and 40% for safety improvements.” 


But at least one merchant, Sean Kim 
of Joe’s Ice Cream, wants them to wait 
until after the SFPUC is completely 
finished before converting the angled 
parking to parallel, if they must do that. 

“They’re going to remove parking 
first, even though there’s no benefit,” 
he said. “And with the sewer project, 
it’s a total of four years we have to 
suffer those negative things. It doesn’t 
make sense and we cannot survive.” 
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Why is the City slamming 
our small businesses? 


TO OUR MAYOR, SUPERVISORS AND SFMTA: 


Please support our local merchants as they struggle to recover from the economic plunge of the last 3 years. 
Now is not the time to put more burdens on our local businesses, the backbone of our economy and our 
community. It is the small merchants in our community who contribute to numerous causes, always donating 
time and money to support our schools and great quality of life. 


PLEASE STOP! 


¢ The SFMTA is planning to remove dozens of parking spaces along Geary Boulevard to create a bus-only lane 
along Geary in the Outer Richmond. Parking spaces turn over during the day to allow multiple shoppers access 
to local businesses, so the loss of even one space results in a loss of customers. 


Downtown is hollow — yet Muni — under the direction of SEFMTA Executive Director Jeffry Tumlin — still thinks 
its going to magically fill up, requiring the drastic measures he proposes. 
We can WAIT to see what happens before inflicting pain and suffering No More Meters! 


on local merchants. j ; 
Business groups across the City, 


¢ Sewer work is scheduled to tear up Geary Boulevard, which will negatively including the Greater Geary 
affect local businesses. They will lose more parking spaces for construction Boulevard Merchants and 


staging and have to endure extended construction at their front doors. Property Owners’ Association, 
oppose extended parking meter 


WHY TAX VACANT BUSINESSES? TO pa weskaoiaed Si 


Sunday meter enforcement will 
Why is the City taxing vacant commercial properties? We have a glut of only hurt small businesses. This 
commercial space available, and only so many entrepreneurs willing to poorly-thought-out plan 


take on the “city family” to start a business. SHOULD BE SCRAPPED! 


Now, a new city bureaucracy demands landlords collect detailed information about who is living in 
apartments?, what they pay in rent?, how long they’ve been there?, and many more pages of intimate questions. 


* Penalizing those who are working hard to find a willing tenant is an undue burden on the mom and pop 
business owners who are struggling to survive. This new City law should be SUSPENDED! 


LET THEM KNOW! 


One person who has not been helpful is SF Mayor London Breed, who could help merchants resolve some of 
the issues they face, but she has been silent. 


This is a tough time for merchants. Now is not the time for the mayor and SFMTA to add more misery — the 


change to parallel parking on Geary before a major construction project and punitive city policies detrimental 
to landlords with commercial properties CAN WAIT! 


Help — Please demand support for local merchants! 


SF Mayor London Breed: 415-554-6141 or MayorLondonBreed @sfgov.org 
District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan: 415-554-7410 or ChanStaff@sfgov.org 
SFMTA: 415-646-4470 or slowstreets@sfmta.com 


Paid for by concerned Richmond District residents. 


For advertising rates, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


